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UPCOMING
EVENTS

maggio
5/9  MOTHER’S DAY

5/19   PASTA  DINNER

5/30   CEMETERY
 COMMITTEE

MEMORIAL DAY
CELEBRATION

giugno
6/14 - 6/18

CAMPO ITALIANO

luglio
7/5   CLUB OFFICE

CLOSED IN
OBSERVANCE OF

4TH OF JULY

agosto
8/29   LADIES

AUXILIAR Y FESTA
DELLA MADONNA

Grace Greco Giunta was the
daughter of immigrant Sicilian
parents, Salvatore Greco and
Giuseppina Valenti. Together they
raised seven children.  Grace
placed third in the line of siblings,
and the first daughter. True to
Italian tradition, she was named
after her paternal grandmother,
Ignazia, whose maiden name
actually was Ignazia Capitano. As
an Italian-American girl growing
up in Tampa, she became known to
all as Grace.

Her parents had a store
named Greco’s Master Market on
Michigan Avenue, now known as
Columbus Dr.  All of the children
helped in the store after school,
learning first – hand the trade of the
business.

Grace graduated from
Hillsborough High school in 1933.
In time, she met her love, and
married him, Frank V. Giunta, in
1935. Together they had two sons,
Richard & Edward Giunta.

As years passed, the family
opened up the first Big Barn
Grocery Stores, later to become

known as the household word, The
Kash n Karry Stores in Tampa, and
throughout Florida.

Grace, who felt she was an
entrepreneur herself, started her
own business of Peau Jeune, which
was a soft netting used to gently
wash the skin. These were sold at
the Kash n Karry stores.  She was
very proud to pick out the proper
soft netting, its colors, and to
design Peau Jeune. It was sewn
under her directions.

She was a master baker,
known for her German chocolate
cakes at family gatherings.  No one
could surpass her in that area.

Mrs. Giunta was very
active in the community. She
belonged to many clubs in the Bay
area, probably too many to name
here.  Her heart was close to one
club, and that was the Italian Club

Grace Greco Giunta,
a woman way ahead

of her time...

By: Gilda F. Capitano

Continued on page 3.



L’UNIONE IT ALIANA
1731 East Seventh Avenue

Tampa, Florida 33605
L’Unione@Italian-Club.org

813-248-3316  ·   813-247-4387 fax

NEWSLETTER STAFF
Editor: Alice Rembado Mueller
Chairman: Barbara Denti Pool

Photographer:  Joseph Caltagirone
Photographer: Maria Pasetti

OFFICERS
Sal Guagliardo, President

Al Garcia, Jr., Vice-President
Grace Ippolito, Secretary

Douglas J. Mortellaro, Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Don Bodie, Dominique Bonavita, Rick

Califano, Gilda Capitano, Joe Caravella,
Jamie Granell, Larrie Lazzara, Sam Manna,
George Migliore, Nicole Capitano Nassif,
Barbara Denti Pool, Vincent Sinardi, and

Dr. Phillip Sipiora

ADVISORY BOARD
 Joseph Capitano, Jr.

Special thanks to the following
supporters

DAVINCI ($500)
Steve & Chris Antinori

Patrick & Cindy Cimino
Albert & Anne Fox

James, Jr. & Lori Gibson
Eugene & Celeste Greco
Bennie & Joyce Lazzara

Palori Equities, Inc.

BENEFACTORS ($300)
Sebastian Castellano

Ronald & Shannon Christaldi
Sam & Lynn Colucci

PhilipV. Martino
Tom P. Martino
Joseph Nuccio

Rene Rodriquez
 Sunny Florida Dairy
Frank D. Tagliarini

The Matassini Law Firm

PATRONS ($200)
Jack Almand                          R. Michael
Larrinaga
Jay Patrick Anthony    Outdoor America Images
Dennis & Suzanne Antinori
Marc & Leslie Betts             John & Marcy Green
Frank V. Campisi          Vince & Jan Pardo
John A. Caporice                                Relevant Church
John & Jana Curatelli                          Raymond
Rocha
Angeles Ferlita            Violet Rodriguez
Richard Giunta           Reginald S. Sedita
A.J. Grimaldi       Rob & Donna Turner

MAY/JUNE 2010

President’s Message

PAGE 2

The Club has been buzzing with activities the last couple
of months.   Our Annual Festa Italiana took place the last
weekend of March, and despite the dark clouds many came out
early to enjoy the festivities before the rain hit the Bay Area.
Thank you to the countless volunteers who volunteered hours
and in some cases days worth of their time.  This event depends
on your hard work and loyalty to the Club and we couldn’t do it
without you.  The Spanish Lyric Theatre put on a great
performance in the middle of April which was accompanied by
a luncheon.  At the end of April a group of Club members and
their families went to MOSI to see the Da Vinci The Genius
exhibit.

These next couple of months there are several  events
planned such as a new members reception, a pasta dinner, a
lecture presented by the Humanities Council at USF, a
Memorial Day Celebration at the cemetery, Campo Italiano, and
a casino night.  Please join us for at least one of these great
activities planned by the various committees.

The Club is currently in the process of determining the
best way to repair or replace the windows in the Grand
Ballroom and Theatre.  Many of them are rotting and the plaster
around some of the frames is coming off the wall.  We had
applied for a matching grant with the state of Florida about 3
years ago and placed second to receive the money applied for.
However, that grant was not funded and had been rolled over
from year to year.  Now it looks like they will not be funding
that grant at all and instead they are going to make everyone
start from scratch and re-apply.  The Building committee is
trying to assess what the best way to advance on this project
will be since the windows are now in dire need of repairs.

I would like to remind everyone that they and friends and
family can make a donation to the Italian Club Building and
Cultural Trust Fund in memory of a loved one.  A certificate
will be mailed to the family of the deceased.  For more
information, please contact Alice at the Club, 248-3316.

Ciao!
Sal Guagliardo
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of Tampa. She was a benefactor
and was generous over the years.
With Mr. Giunta’s passing in 1988,
Grace donated a large sum to the
Italian Club to have a museum
established which is named after
him in his honor.  Hence, today we
have the handsome Frank V. Giunta
Museum in our Club House. I’ll
never forget as we prepared to get

things lined up for the opening in
the small museum in 1998, she
brought over every certificate,
every diploma that Mr. Giunta had
received.  She was very proud of
him!  Mrs. Giunta was generous
with lots of foresight for the
future. Perhaps we can say, “Yes,
she thought outside of the box.”

We will miss her as a
community, as a club and as a
family.

“W ell done good and faithful
servant.” Matthew 25: 21.   Mrs.
Giunta passed away in Tampa on
March 20, 2010.  His master replied,
‘Well done, good and faithful
servant!  You have been faithful
with a few things; I will put you in
charge of many things.  Come and
share your master’s happiness!’

Continued from front page.

USF Summer Florence Program
2010 Scholarship Recipients

     The Italian Club has granted three $1500.00 scholarships for students to
study in Florence, Italy through the University of South Florida.  This is
the fourth year the Club has awarded these scholarships.  The University of
South Florida matched our three scholarships.  The three students who
won the Club scholarships are: Clinton Bertucci, Emily Ferraro and James
Ricci.  Dr. Phillip Sipiora, Board Member and Professor at USF, accompa-
nies the students on this trip.  He along with Sal Guagliardo presented the
scholarship checks to the winners.
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Welcome New Members!

March / April 2010 New Members:

We would like to welcome our new members and
thank their sponsors:

As seen arAs seen arAs seen arAs seen arAs seen ar oundoundoundoundound
ttttt he Clubhe Clubhe Clubhe Clubhe Club

John Pendlebury General Spr: Joseph Antinori
Nicole Lundgren Student Spr: Thomas & Amber LoCicero
Anthony Duany Student Spr: Thomas & Amber LoCicero
Max Cooper Patrons Spr: Ralph Lazzara III
David & Amanda Rowe Family Spr: Joe Capitano, Sr.
Robin Gemma General Spr: Nicole Nassif
Jack W. Morrison Senior Spr: Larrie Lazzara
Lorenzo Billante II General Spr: Violet Rodriguez
Randal & Amy Coppola Family Spr: Barbara Denti Pool
Hillary Jollimore & Timothy Seeger Family Spr: Nicole Nassif
Bill DeClemente General Spr: Violet Rodriguez
Rosalie Brennan Senior Spr: Linda Lastra
James Ricci Student Spr: Phillip Sipiora
Timothy Castellano General Spr: Lois Gokey
Bobby & Mary Toledo Family Spr: Sam Manna
Anthony Urso Student Spr: Maria Pasetti
Vincent & Christina Caputo Family Spr: Nicole Nassif
Nancy Ann Stuparich General Spr: Barbara Denti Pool

Gilda F. Capitano & Barbara
Denti Pool bringing in gift shop
items from the park on the rainy

day of Festa Italiana, Sunday,
March 28, 2010. Club members enjoy a morning at MOSI’s, Da Vinci The Genius Exhibit.
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Italian Recipe Corner

Taken from Italianfoodforever.com

1 (4 Pound) Pork Butt
1 1/2 Tablespoon Fennel Seeds
6 Cloves Garlic, Peeled
3 Tablespoons Fresh Chopped Rosemary
Salt & Pepper
1/2 Cup Red Wine

Either butterfly the pork yourself, or ask your butcher to do it for you. The pork roast when open should be a
rectangle no more than 1 inch thick. Place the fennel, garlic, rosemary, salt, pepper, wine, and pancetta in a food
processor and pulse until well mixed. Spread the pancetta mixture evenly over the opened pork butt. Roll the
pork up firmly, and tie with kitchen twine in four places to hold the pork together. Wrap in aluminum foil and
place in the refrigerator for 12 hours or up to two days.
Preheat the oven to 250 degrees F. Place the pork still wrapped in the foil in a large roasting pan, and bake for 4
1/2 to 5 hours. Unwrap the pork and turn on the broiler. Brown the pork evenly and once browned remove from
the oven, cover with foil and let rest 15 minutes. Heat the rolls. Cut the twine from the roast and cut into slices
1/2 inch thick. Place a slice of meat on the warm roll and spoon over a little of the pan juices onto the sandwich.
Serve with topping of choice.

Porchetta Panini

Pasta With Mascarpone, Chicken, Sun-Dried Tomatoes & Spinach

1 Cup Mascarpone Cheese At Room Temperature
Zest & Juice of 1 Lemon
1 Teaspoon Cracked Black Pepper
3 Boneless, Skinless Chicken Thighs, Cleaned Of Fat And Cut Into 1 Inch Dice
1 1/2 Tablespoons Olive Oil
2 Cloves Garlic, Peeled & Minced
Salt & Pepper

12 Ounces Sliced Pancetta
12 Crusty Italian Rolls

Toppings (Optional):
Spicy Marinated Peppers
Fried Sliced Onions

To Serve:
Sauteed Garlic Breadcrumbs or Grated Parmigiano Reggiano/ Pecorino Cheese Combine the zest, lemon
juice, mascarpone, and pepper in a bowl, and whisk to combine. Bring a pasta pot of salted water to boil.
While waiting on the water, heat the oil in a skillet, and cook the chicken until it is cooked through and just
beginning to brown. Add the garlic and cook another minute or two. Season with salt and pepper. Cook the
pasta until al dente, taking it off the heat about 1 to 2 minutes before you would normally remove it. Drain,
reserving about 1/2 cup of the pasta water. Return the pasta to the pot, and set over medium heat. Stir in the
mascarpone and lemon mixture, the chicken, sun-dried tomatoes, and spinach. Loosen the sauce with about 1/
4 cup of the water and toss all over the ingredients together until the spinach has wilted and everything is
piping hot, adding a little additional pasta water if needed. Serve immediately, topped with grated cheese or
sauteed breadcrumbs.

1/3 Cup Chopped Sun-Dried Tomatoes
1 (9 Ounce) Bag Baby Spinach
1 (500 Gram) Package Pasta
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Human Interest
Article

Barbara Denti Pool

By Alice Rembado Mueller

Barbara Denti Pool, Ladies
Auxiliary President and Club
Board Member grew up surrounded
by a large, noisy, and loving Italian
family.  Her cousins were like
siblings and the families melded
into a cohesive, energetic and
geographically diverse web of a
loving family.

She moved to Tampa in
January of 1980 from Pittsburgh,
PA.  While living in Pittsburgh, she
started a business, Executive
Secretaries Unlimited, in the
1970’s which was a first in the city.
ESU served business professionals,
salespersons, doctors, and writers,
utilizing electronic secretarial
services, in house, and “early”
word processing techniques.  She
also worked for a major advertising
and market research company
which represented The Pittsburgh
Press newspaper, and she worked
as an executive secretary and office
manager for a steel mill rebuilt
equipment manufacturer and
exporter.

When she moved to Tampa
she had several jobs that just were
not her cup of tea, but in 1981 she

found herself at the law firm of
Holland & Knight and there she
prospered for over 10 years and from
where she retired in 1994.  While at
the law firm, she decided that her
Italian roots needed to be nurtured.
This is when she first became
involved with L’Unione Italiana.
She recalls when the building was in
such disrepair.  She belonged to a
theatre group at the time, who
performed plays in the Cantina.  She
felt at home in Ybor City because it
reminded her of the many Historic
neighborhoods of Pittsburgh.

As time went on, Barb’s life
took some twists and turns and she
was not able to stay connected with
the Club.  However, in the late
1990’s she convinced her new
husband to rejoin the Italian Club.
This is when she became involved
with the Ladies Auxiliary, who
reminded her so much of her family
back in Pittsburgh.  She found a
camaraderie that was so long
missing in her life.

She became very involved
with the Frank V. Giunta Museum,
from restoring the finish of the
chairs, to shining the brass door
plates.  She and her son even
restored the sign that hangs above
the elevator in the front lobby and
they made the pointing hand to
direct visitors to the 2nd floor
Office.  The sign had been
uncovered during renovation many
years before.  They painted over the
letters, leaving the original finish

and
composition
intact.  A
couple of
years ago,
she along
with Gilda
Capitano,
became
the Gift Shop Coordinators.  They
have increased the inventory to
include many items of historical
and community interest.  Her next
goal is to get all the gift shop
items on the website to sell.

Barb enjoys painting,
sewing, embroidery, gardening
and writing.  She volunteers for
social services through
associations with The American
Sewing Guild.  Additionally, she
does book reviews of published
authors and state of the art
techniques for the sewing Guild
readers.  She started a business,
QueenBees®, with a friend which
does patternmaking.  They have
sold their copyrighted patterns to
major national sewing/quilting
catalogs and local quilt shops.

She and her husband,
Eugene Pool, have been married
for 23 years.  In addition to her
son, Billy, she also has a
granddaughter, Barbie, here in
Florida, as well as an extended
family in Michigan through her
husband which includes many
grandchildren and a great
grandson.

Milestones
The time of year is fast approaching when so many major events in our lives and our families’ lives occur.  We
urge you to share these memorable occasions with your L’Unione Italiana Family!  Graduations, weddings,
anniversaries, births... spread the news of these joyous events to the members of our Club.  Send your photos
along with YOUR name, your relationship, the event (graduation, etc.), the person’s full name and age.  Call
Alice @ 248-3316 with any questions.
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Mayor of Alessandria
della Rocca Visits

Tampa

By: Alfonso Belluccia, Vice Chair,
Tampa-Agrigento Sister Cities
Committee

Tampa hosted a delegation
of city leaders from Alessandria
della Rocca, Sicily for the week
leading up to this year’s Festa
Italiana. The delegation consisted
of Mayor (Sindaco) Dr. Giulio
Mule’, Vice Mayor Alfonso
Frisco, President and Vice
President of the City Council,
Lucio Accurso and Giusy
Cusmano, respectively.

The purpose of the visit
was for the delegation to present
their project, “Turismo delle
Origini”, to Tampa’s Italian-
American community and
members of Tampa Sister Cities,
Inc. The Project’s goal is to invite
descendants of Alessandria della
Rocca (and the surrounding areas
in the Province of Agrigento) to
make extended visits to
Alessandria.  The citizens of
Alessandria are in the process of
preparing bed and breakfast type
accommodations and other
amenities needed for an enjoyable,
several day long stay.  The town is
centrally located within the island
and would make for a convenient
home base for any Sicilian tour
vacation.  Their exceptionally
reasonable rates for
accommodations, not to mention
the cultural benefits, make it even
more inviting.   Alessandria hopes
to develop its economy through
this type of tourism.

This project is one of many
ambitious efforts Alessandria is
undertaking to revive their
economy.  They came to Tampa
because the majority of Tampa
Italians can trace their ancestral
roots to Alessandria and 3 or 4
other towns within the Sicani
Mountain Region in the Province
of Agrigento.  Prior to arriving in
Tampa, the delegation made their
presentation to a club of
Alessandria descendants in
Montreal, Canada.

The visit was part of the
ongoing relationship Tampa has
enjoyed with the Province of
Agrigento.  While in Tampa, the
Alessandria delegation visited with

Tampa Mayor Pam Iorio (center)
shares gifts with the delegation from
Alessandria della Rocca (L to R): City
Council Vice President Giuseppina
Cusmano, City Council President
Lucio Accurso , Sindaco (Mayor) Dr.
Giulio Mule’ and Vice Sindaco
Alfonso Frisco.

Tampa City Council meets with the
delegation from Alessandria Della
Rocca, ( I will send you the name),
from Palermo representing the
Province of Sicily and members of the
Val d’Akragas folkloric group from
Agrigento, Sicily.

Representatives of the Tampa Sister Cities Committee, Tamp-
Agrigento Sister Cities Committee, L’Unione Italiana and La Nuova
Sicilia Unita Lodge of the Sons of Italy meet with the delegation.

Mayor Pam Iorio and Tampa City
Council to explain the project and
extend an invitation to visit
Alessandria della Rocca.  The
delegation’s visit was organized
and sponsored by a collaboration
of the Tampa-Agrigento Sister
Cities Committee, L’Unione
Italiana and La Nuova Sicilia
Unita Lodge of the Sons of Italy. 

Alessandria della Rocca is
planning a special celebration to
kick-off the project with as part of
next year’s Festa della Madonna
(Last Sunday in August) called “A
Coming Back Celebration”. The
Tampa-Agrigento Sister Cities
Committee will announce details
later in the year.
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The Ladies Auxiliary meets the 1st Saturday of each month and we will resume
welcoming visitors to the Building during the upcoming Ybor City Art Walk. We will serve
coffee, cold drinks and cannoli. Also on this Saturday, May 1st, after our meeting, we will begin
a new program. We’ve decided that we will stay for a little “social” time and have a different
project or idea to share. The Ladies have set aside the first social for playing “Bunco”, or cards
and chatting, planning future events, crochet and knitting for those interested and generally
getting to know each other a little better. We find that the work we do to benefit the Club leaves
little time to socialize....we plan to change that.

Next month, our June 1st meeting will be followed by another “social” at which time we

Ladies Auxiliary News

will share several tried and true cookie recipes! We will bake up a few
batches to sell and share among ourselves (if there is anything left after
the Art Walk, that is)! Stop by and visit with us. You will meet many
interesting visitors to our Building for the Art Walk.

Consider joining the Ladies Auxiliary! You need only to be a
member of L’Unione Italiana and be willing to join us in presenting events of culture and
camaraderie among our members and friends in the community. Everybody has a talent ... we
learn from each other. Membership applications are in the Lobby; or call Barb Pool, 949-8585
or 230-3390, if you have any questions about the Ladies Auxiliary.

Arriveder ci Roma Concert

Sunday, April 11, 2010, the Spanish Lyric Theatre presented
a wonderful concert of Italian pop music.  The guests enjoyed a
delicious dinner and a won-
derful interactive concert.
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2010 FESTA ITALIANA  WINNERS...
Raffle Winners

Gas Cards - Ann Dingman
Italian Vespa - Angela Guagliardo
Diamond Earrings - Maria Piazza

Bocce Tournament Winners
Session 1 (am) - Alan Bridges with GotRAck.com

Charity: Life Path Hospice
Session 2 (pm) - Jon Jennewein with Hill, Ward Henderson

Charity: The Italian Club of Tampa

Kr ewe of Italia Bocce Tournament Winners
Team: Giovanni Benedetti, Joe DiVecchio, Matt Fournier, and David Mifsud

Italian Idol Winners and Runner Ups
K-5

1st place - Casey Banales - Westchase Elementary elementary  Grade 3
Runner Up - Madison Massey - St. Lawrence Grade 5

6 - 8
1st place - Remi Storch - St. Lawrence  Grade 6

Runner Up - Kimi Lee Norman - Cambridge Central Grade 6
9 - 12

1st place - Jullian Rossi - Clearwater Central Catholic  Grade 11
Runner Up - Kristin Corpuz - Plant High School  Grade 9

Adult
1st place - Melissa Brown

Runner Up - Nicole Desrosiers

Grape Stomp Winners
1st place - Team Do It

Charity: The Red Cross

2nd place - Team Toe Jammers
Charity: The March of Dimes



MAY/JUNE 2010

PAGE 11

Impr essionable
Memories

By: Dr. Samuel P. Spoto, Jr.

I wrote the book, Our Family
Treasures, A Spoto Family
Cookbook, so that my children,
grandchildren, and relatives would
have access to the recipes and
stories that we grew up with in
Tampa.  I have been overwhelmed
with responses from people who
have read the book and wished they
had passed on their recipes and
stories of their families to their
relatives.  Here are a couple of
examples from the book:

I remember walking into my house
one day in the middle of the
summer when I was about 20 years
old.  It was 90 degrees inside the
house.  The A/C was turned off
because it was pizza making day.
As I entered the kitchen I literally
lost my breath.  It was the type of
kitchen that could be closed off
from the rest of the house.  It must
have been 120 degrees F in the
kitchen that day, ideal for yeast
dough pizza making.  I counted 17
pizzas in rectangular trays laying
on counters and table tops, or in the
oven.  Mom lost 10 pounds that
day but never complained.  It was a
labor of love.  This wasn’t just any
pizza, it was Sicilian Scachatta.  It
is an old family recipe and the most
delicious pizza I have ever eaten.
See recipe for Sicilian Pizza.

In our home, Sundays and
Wednesdays were spaghetti days.
Mom would begin preparing her
sauce on Saturday as she freshly

prepared it every weekend.  By
noon on Sunday the spaghetti
sauce was ready.  People would
drop by the house to eat the tasty
spaghetti and meatballs all
afternoon.   Some Sundays, as
many as 35 people would show up
for lunch/dinner.  Most were not
invited, but all were welcomed.  If
we ran out of meatballs on Sunday,
we would have hard boiled eggs
with the sauce on Wednesdays.
What a treat it was!  See recipe for
Sicilian Spaghetti Sauce with
Meatballs.

These are the kinds of experiences
that make memories.   Every
family has them, and future
generations would relish the
opportunity to read about them.
As with many Italian families,
food is a central part of family life.
Many memories are made around
the dinner table, but most are not
written about or recorded.  Just
imagine if these stories and recipes
could be told /described and
enjoyed to future generations when
you are no longer here.

I decided that if I did not put
together a list of Mom’s recipes/
stories, they would probably be
lost to future generations.  Are you
sure that your favorite family
recipes will be remembered and
accurately passed on to others?
Your written/recorded recipes give
you an opportunity to add
memorable thoughts and
comments as well.

If you are interested in writing
your own family cookbook with
impressionable memories and
stories contact me.   I will send
you a copy of my cookbook so you

can see its layout and design, and I
will include information on how to
get started, all for $15 postage paid.
A portion of the net proceeds will be
donated to the Italian Club.  You can
E-mail me at:
sspoto@windstream.net , or contact
me at 704-849-7721.

The cookbook is currently being
sold in the Club Gift Shop.



PAGE 12

MAY/JUNE 2010

2010 Festa Italiana
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Professoressa Lia
LetoBarone Allegra

By:  Gilda Ferlita Capitano

Before food net – work - shows
were extremely popular, there was
Lia!

On a Saturday morning in
August of 2001, my cousin Lia
Ferlita LetoBarone Allegra
preceded to conduct her cooking
class in the Italian Club’s Cantina.
She was well prepared, as all of her
artistic classical work was in her
classrooms in Palermo, Sicily.
When she visited me that summer,
she had agreed to do this class for
our Club Members. Obviously, Lia
was an accomplished chef as well
as a teacher. She planned the menu
and orchestrated all of the shopping
asking for specific ingredients, etc.
Cugina Lia was an instant hit!  Men
& women were present for her food
class and were enlightened by her
ideas, her soft speech and her
tenacity.  There are many of you
who may remember her on that
special Saturday.

Lia lost her battle with
cancer the week before Easter,
2010.  She was the youngest of
nine children of Cruce Ferlita and
Vincenzo Leto Barone.  Growing
up in Santo Stefano seemed
wonderful with all of her family,
cousins, nieces, nephews and
friends. But, this youngest child
seemed to possess special talents.
After studying Italian, Latin, and
Greek in general classical studies,
she earned her degree in Lettere.
Upon   graduating from the
University of Palermo, she returned

to Santo
Stefano
and taught
at the
Classical
High
School in
Bivone.

house to have her help in Latin or
Greek, or for any doubt at all when
they studied”.

In the end, Lia’s request
was to be taken to her beloved
village of her parents and of her
many siblings, Santo Stefano, for
final burial.
Mario said, she was also clever,
“She knew we would have to leave
Palermo and return to Santo
Stefano from time to time.” He
continued with, “The big church,
La Matrice, at her funeral, was
filled with people who loved her
and had a great regard for her.
Filled even with people who met
her a few times, but, were
impressed with her sweetness.”

Thank you Lia for sharing
that wonderful day with us here at
the Italian Club of Tampa. We
cherish your generosity of time and
talent towards us and will miss
you. In Bocca al Lupo!

Lia left her beloved village
for the large city of Palermo after
marrying her love, Umberto
Allegra, “her tall handsome
banker,” as she referred to him.
There, together they raised three
children, Enza, Mario & Titiana.

Signora Allegra taught in
Palermo till she retired 23 years
ago.
Upon retirement she tutored
students at home until two weeks
before she died.  While staying
with her in Palermo, as she
escorted a student to the door after
a session of tutoring, I learned the
phrase, as she echoed it, ‘In Bocca
al Lupo!’   She explained to me she
never told her students ‘good bye’,
especially right before their exams.
This was the term she used to wish
them Good Luck, giving me further
explanation that it meant,
 “Aim Right in the Mouth of the
Wolf.”  In other words, “Go get it
and kill it on the first try.”

She loved teaching and she
had a lot of requests by parents to
tutor their children in Latin and /or
ancient Greek.  Her son Mario
wrote to me to say, “Mom loved
the culture and to learn things
about every kind of topic.  She was
curious about things she didn’t
know and she studied until the end.
My children and my sister Enza’s
children have had a great reference
point in her.  They went to her

Italian American
factoids

Compiled by Italian Community
Center Historian Mario A. Carini

* Few are aware of the fact that
Christopher Columbus brought
Christianity to America and that
the first Catholic priest to bless our
hemisphere was Giovanni
Monticastri from Todi, Italy.  It
wasn’t until 1504, however, that
Pope Julius II erected the first
Catholic diocese in the New World
at Santo Domingo.  An Italian from
Umbria, Alessando Geraldini,
holds the distinction of being
appointed the first Catholic bishop

Continued on page 23.
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Share the History of Your Ancestors

Maria Pasetti is collecting pictures of Sicilians who immigrated from Alessandria della
Rocca and Santo Stefano di Quisquina.  These pictures will go into an album with a brief
description of the individuals and when Maria completes the albums, they will be personally
presented by her to the village in Sicily.  Next year the album will be on display at Festa
Italiana.

Please send an 8x10 photograph copy along with the following description:
- Their Name
- Their Date of Birth
- Village they came from
- A brief description of an important or memorable event in their life
- Where they are buried

to Maria Pasetti at 3217 Arch St., Tampa, FL 33607.  You may contact her at (813) 875-7747

with any questions.

Pasta Dinner at The Italian Club!
 

Who wouldn’t like a chance to eat out for less money than it would cost to cook at home?
If that is you, please come to our next dinner at the Club.  Special pricing is in effect!!

Date:  Wednesday, May 19, 2010
Time:  5:30pm to 7:30pm

Dinner includes:
Salad
Bread

Pasta - with choice of sauce
Dessert

Coffee & iced tea

Cash Bar Available

Member pricing:  $10 for adults, $9 for seniors, $8 for children under 12
(non-members please add $2 to the above prices)

 
Please call ASAP to reserve your space - no later than Friday May 14!!!

Club Office: (813) 248-3316
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A day camp for children

“LET’S KEEP THE CULTURE ALIVE”

Children learn about the Italian culture through……
music, dance, arts and crafts, crochet, cooking.

traditions, language, storytelling and Indoor Bocce!

June 14-18, 2010
9:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.

Grades 2-6 are eligible to attend.

Fee: $75 per child…Fee and registration form
Guarantee your child’s place.  First 50 will be accepted.
Registration Forms and Fees due after March 15, 2010

To
R. Perrone

4702 Dunnie Dr.
Tampa, Fl 33614

Make checks payable to:
The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliar y, Inc.

Registration forms available at the Italian Club Office after March 15, 2010.
Online forms are also available.

Call 886-7595 for other information
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Children learn about our culture through
Dance, Music, Language, Storytelling,

Cooking, Traditions, and Arts & Crafts

                                                        March 1, 2010
Dear Amici,

     Would you like to be a sponsor for Campo Italiano?  Sponsorship is very
affordable and helps us achieve our goal in teaching our youth about our
wonderful Italian cultur e.  If you become a sponsor, your name or company
name will be on the back of the Campo t-shirts as well as in the Italian Club
newsletter.  Most importantly, your help enables us to offer this camp at a
reasonable fee.

      We will graciously accept any donation, although sponsors have donated
$50, $100 and as much as $200.  We will appreciate any support as we love our
cultur e and take pride in teaching it to your children.

        If you are interested, call 886-7595 or mail your check, payable to Italian
Club Ladies Auxiliar y, Inc. to R. Perrone, 4702 Dunnie Dr., Tampa, Fl. 33614.

Cordialmente,
                                                           Rosalie C. Perrone                                                           Rosalie C. Perrone                                                           Rosalie C. Perrone                                                           Rosalie C. Perrone                                                           Rosalie C. Perrone
                                                        Director/Founder
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Opera Tampa Children’s Concert

Girls Night Out at NeimanMarcus
“A  Prelude to an Evening of a Film”

On the evening of February 17th, 2010, all Ladies of the Italian Club and their families & friends,
were invited to experience the hospitality of NeimanMarcus. Doors were shut to the general public shoppers
as we enjoyed our special treatment of delightful hors d’oeuvres & cosmos to drink.
 Those who attended can vouch this was a success and I want to thank Kim & Melissa of NeimanMarcus
from International Plaza here in Tampa.

This was a prelude to Festa Italiana 2010’s Cinema Italiano.  With the film Valentino the Last Emperor
and its Director, Matt Tyrnauer, coming in from NYC to the Italian Club for Q & A session being slated to be
shown @ Cinema Italiano on March 26, ’10, Neiman’s opened up to us with open arms.  That evening, we were
extended a special treat of a “private” Valentino Fashion Show with fashionable educational pointers.  Each
lady went home with a treat bag & a smile on her face!

On the evening of the film’s viewing, they even donated a beautiful bottle of a
Valentino fragrance for us to raffle-off, and a basket filled with treats from their store for
Wines of Italy event.   Thanks again NeimanMarcus for your grand reception and good
fellowship towards us.

Best and thanks to all who made this evening of the showing of the film so special.
Gilda F. Capitano, Chair of Cinema Italiano.

On Saturday, March 20th, 2010, our children were treated to a special event geared just towards them.
Apprentices from Opera Tampa were outstanding as they put on a delightful, spectacular concert. Their voices
permeated our building. Our children & even teenagers learned Italian words, listened to Puccini & tapped their
feet to the beat of some famous arias.  Our audience was joined by other youths from the area.

Josie Ando’ was
instrumental in securing this
event for us. Grazie tanto for
your very kind contribution of
culture towards our young
folks.  Thank you Opera
Tampa!  Bravo….as the
children learned to
say…Gilda Capitano.
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Ybor City’s Romantic Charm
Fall in Love with Ybor City

Featuring Beautiful Romantic Love Songs
“I Fell In Love In Ybor City”

“Say it all with Flowers”
“Moonlit Night in TampaBay”

Plus laugh out loud, #3 in the music review independent country music
charts and working for the lord #1 in the music review independant

inspiration chart.

Plus 9 other songs

This CD is available at the Italian Club Gift Shop
for $10.00

Songs produced and published by John Centinaro
P.O. Box 151894, Tampa, FL 33614  (813) 933-1869
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THE RESIDENT OPERA COMPANY OF THE 
STRAZ CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

OPERA TAMPA

Sunday, May 16, 2010
6 p.m.

Ruth Silbiger Lobby 
in Carol Morsani Hall

David A. Straz, Jr. 
Center for the Performing Arts

Benefactor Sponsor:
Florida Health Care News

Raymond James & Associates

Patron Sponsor:
Museum of Science 
& Industry (MOSI)

This spectacular event will honor the 
15th Anniversary of Opera Tampa.

The benefit, presented by the Opera Tampa League, is Opera Tampa’s largest
fundraiser of the year. The evening features a cocktail reception, dinner,
presentation of the Anton Coppola Excellence in the Arts award and a
private performance by soprano Elizabeth de Trejo, recently featured as 

Lucia in Opera Tampa’s Lucia di Lammermoor.

For more information, please call 813.222.1037.

What is the 
Anton Coppola Excellence in the Arts Award?

In honor of composer-conductor Anton Coppola, this award is given to an artist in celebration
of Coppola’s contributions to Opera Tampa and the music world at large. A recipient is chosen
based on their extraordinary efforts to build and maintain the operatic art form.

Our 2009-2010 honoree is composer and librettist, Carlisle Floyd. Maestro Coppola con -
ducted the world premier of Floyd’s Of Mice and Menand, one of the most famous American
operas of all time, Susannahwhich helped to make Renée Fleming a household name.

©2000 Jim Caldwell

A nniversary15�

B enefit

Elizabeth de Trejo

The Anton Coppola Excellence in the Arts Award has been graciously underwritten by Faith and Charles Simmons.
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BP Amoco The Bromley Companies
Carrabba’s Italian Grill The Radian Group LLC
Century Auto Mall - Kia The Tampa Tribune
Clear Channel Thomas Financial Group
J.J. Taylor (Peroni) Transportaion Services of Brevard, Inc.
Marathon Oil Company US AmeriBank
Premier Beverage (Tuaca) Vigo Importing

Festa Sponsors 2009
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Sounthen Wine & Spirits Waste Management
Sweetbay Supermarket Ybor City Development Corporation

                                       DONATELLO  SPONSORS

Ancestry.com Mark Cardamone
Boza & Roel Funeral Home Pepin Distributing
CGM Services Reeves Masserati of Tampa
Coastal Wine Republic National Inc.
Colonial Bank Risser Oil Corp.
Ed Morse Cadillac & Saturn Sunny Florida Dairy
Hampton Inn & Suites Veredus Corporation
Hill, Ward & Henderson Yellow Cab
Hilton Garden Inn Mr. & Mrs. Al Dato

RAPHAEL  SPONSORS

Bartow Chevrolet Mastro Subaru
Bright House Network Mavilo Wholesalers
Carmine’s Seventh Ave. Milberg Weiss LLP
Cash Connection Morrick Construction Inc.
Centro Ybor Nelco Development Co.
Coca Cola of Florida Norris & Samon Pump Service
Corral Wodiska Partnership Oliva Tobacco Co.
Fowler, white, Boggs & Banker Planning 4U
Geico Platinum Bank
JMP Solutions Professional Insurance Center
La Tropicana Inc. Seven One Seven Parking
Mark Bentley, PA The FGS Group
Martino Mortgages Thomas J. Shannon, Jr.

MEDICI

Acclaimed Business Forms Prida Guida & Company PA
Adams Tamk & Lift Inc. Publix Super Market Charities
Automated Petroleum & Energy Rick & Tanya Russo
Busto Plumbing Swope, Rodante PA
Christopher & Keith Ligori Law Tre Amici @ the Bunker
Cole, Scott & Kissane, PA. Universal Structures, Inc.
Empire Investment Properties, Inc.UTEK Corporation
Frank Vacanti Realty, Inc. Zoro Properties, Inc.
Future Innovations Janitorial, Inc. Felix Cannella, Jr.
GMP, Inc. David Calverley
Gray Robinson Stanley Hanin
Lykes Insurance Ronald Christaldi
Paul Ferlita, CPA Hunt Douglas

AMICI

Ardaman & Associats, Inc. Law Office of R. Michael Larrinaga PA
Design Interiors Sunshine State Garage Inc.
Don Pellegrino MBA PA Tampa Digital Studios, Inc.
Florida Ship Supply The Energy Exchange
Hafner Ferlita Architects, Inc. Frank Campisi
Hillsborough Comminuty College Angeles Ferlita
J.O. Delotto & Sons Inc. Violet Rodriguez

RESTAURANT  SPONSORS

Beef ‘O Brady’s Maggiano’s Little Italy
Bellisimo Restaurant Massimos Eclectic Fine Dining
Bernini of Ybor Piccola-Italia
Caffé Paradiso Pipo’s Cafe & Catering
Cafe Volo Rigatoni Tuscan Oven
Catering by Design, Inc. Romano’s Macaroni Grill
Catering by the Family Sacino’s Formal Wear
CDB’s South Side Sips Dist. LLC (MMSI)
Columbia Restaurant Sonny’s BBQ
Czar Spaghetti Warehouse
Delectables Fine Catering StoneChef Caterers
Gaspar’s Grotto Tampa Bay Brewing Co.
Green Iguana Teatro on Seventh
Iavarone’s Steakhouse The Nest
La Creperia Cafe Tony’s Ybor Restaurant
La Terrazza Ristorante Italiano Vino E Pasta
Luigi’s Catering  Wayl of a Time

       Tricor Inc.,/Sonny’s BBQ

�

A Note on Giving and Receiving: Charitable Gift Annuities

What if you could make a meaningful lasting gift to the Italian
Club and receive income for the rest of your life at the same
time? Charitable gift annuities (CGA) provide for just that, and
our endowment fund at the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
is set up to receive such gifts.

They are a combination of a gift to charity, which will also give
you a partial tax deduction, and an annuity, which will provide a
stream of income to you, or someone of your choosing, for life.
Upon the beneficiary’s death, the remaining portion of the
annuity is used by the Foundation according to your wishes. You
can support the Italian Club forever through your legacy.

The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay makes it possible for
you to exchange a maturing CD, real estate, or securities such as
stocks or bonds for a charitable gift annuity.

Annuity benefits include:
· Steady income stream; especially advantageous

if you are 65 or older (see chart)
· Immediate income tax deduction for the gift portion
· Established with a minimum of $10,000 in assets
· Simple one or two page contract

CGA Rates – One Life

AGE ANNUITY  RATE
90+ 11.3%
85 9.5%
80 8.0%
75 7.1%
70 6.5%
65 6.0%

Rates effective 7/1/03

Charitable gift annuity rates are highly
favorable to older persons and are set by the
American Council on Gift Annuities. Contact Lois
Mock at the Community Foundation of Tampa
Bay (813-282-1975) for a personalized gift annuity
illustration calculated just for your needs.
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NEW YORK CITY

83rd ANNUAL  FEAST OF SAN GENNARO
SEPTEMBER 16th - 19th, 2010

The Trip Includes:
Round Trip airfare; Licensed NYC tour guide; R/T airport transportation;
Bus for group on Thursday and Sunday; Hotel in Times Square for 4 days
and 3 nights; Walking tour of a famous NYC neighborhood; Bus transpor-

tation to the Feast on Thursday.

PARIS
TUSCANY SAN GIMIGNANO

FLORENCE
ROME

NOVEMBER 1st - 11th, 2010

The Trip Includes:
Round trip airfare from Tampa; One way air ticket Paris/Florence; En-

glish Speaking Tour Manager throughout,; Breakfast daily; Farewell din-
ner; Welcome dinner; 6 dinners; Visit to Chianti Winery Castle/with wine

tasting and lunch; Hotel taxes; Superior hotels; Sightseeing

GETAWAY TRAVEL OF TAMPA
3310 W. Cypress Street, Suite 205

Tampa, FL 33607
(813) 875-6730

reinagetaway@aol.com
www.getawaytraveloftampa,com

Sylvia Reina Bobby Lastra
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of the Americas.

* Prior to the Civil War, the largest
employer of Italian artists in the
world was the U.S. government.
The most famous of these artists
was Constantino Brumidi.  No
other artist contributed more to the
beauty of our nation’s capitol than
he.  Brumidi is called the
“Michelangelo of the United States
Capitol.”  His most famous work
in the Capitol is his fresco called
“Apotheosis of Washington,”

which is located 180 feet above the
rotunda floor.  It covers an area of
over 4,664 square feet.

*For hundreds of years, the Italian
language was considered the
language of the arts and sciences.
Here in America, a number of its
most prominent political and
literary figures studied the lan-
guage of Dante.  Thomas Jefferson,
Benjamin Franklin, Edgar Allen
Poe, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
and Ralph Waldo Emerson were all
students of the Italian language.

*In 1805, Thomas Jefferson se-
cured 14 Italian musicians for the
United States Marine Band.
Gaetano Carusi holds the distinc-
tion of being the band’s first
conductor.  In all, six Italians have
directed the band.  One of them,
Giovanni Scala, who conducted the
band from 1855 to 1871, gave birth
to the open-air concerts on the
White House lawn.

*Filippo Mazzei, confidant and
mentor to Thomas Jefferson, holds
the distinction of being the first
from Europe to write a complete
history of our nation.

*Antonio Salieri was the teacher of
Beethoven, Listz and Schubert.

*Giovanni Paoli introduced the
printing press in America in 1540.

*Guglielmo Marconi transmitted

Italian astronaut to
travel on space
 mission in July

One of the seven members
aboard the Endeavor Space Shuttle
this July will be Italian astronaut
Roberto Vittori.  The crew will
travel to the International Space
Station to install the Alpha Mag-
netic Spectrometer for research in
the field of antimatter.

The mission, an agreement
between the Italian Space Agency
and National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, will deliver
and utilize three logistical modules
built in Italy.

“This is a very advances
program in which Italy takes part
with researchers from the National
Institute of Nuclear Physics and
from various universities,” said
Ambassador Giulio Terzi.
(Courtesy of the National Italian
American Foundation’s NIAF
News Monthly, March/April 2010
edition.)

Italian American
factoids continued...

TELL  US YOUR
STORY!!

We hear so many fantastic
stories from our members during
the times we share here at the
Club!  Recollections of family
members which are funny, sad,
educational, cultural....  Please
share some of your favorite stories
with us...HERE IS THE BEST
NEWS... you do NOT have to be a
writer, or proficient with the
computer or any other means of
communication.  Let us know if
you have a fond recollection that
would be interesting to our
L’Unione Italiana members.  We
will compose the story and publish
it here in our Newsletter.  We refer
to the wonderful article submitted
by Dr. Samuel Spoto in this issue
and we know that every one of you
have a series of similar stories and
anecdotes.  Remember that our
children and their children will be
able to read these one day in this
publication.  Our recollections will
be great reading and give our
children time to ask us questions
about their relatives!

the first transatlantic message in
1903.  He shared the Nobel Prize
in Physics in 1909.

*Salvino D’Armante of Florence
(1258-1312) is credited with
inventing eyeglasses.
*Vermouth was invented in Torino
(Turin) in the Piedmont region of
Italy by Antonio Benedetto
Carpano in 1768.

*In 1913, of the 265,542 Italians
who came to the States, 226,627 of
them could neither read nor write
in the Italian language.
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FRAN COSTANTINO
BROKER

COSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINO
AND  COMPANY

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

2216 4TH AVE. E.
TAMPA, FL 33605

PHONE: 813 241-6767
FAX:       813 241-6868

“The Costantino family has
been doing business in
Ybor City since 1906”
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Italian Club Cemetery
CASINO NIGHT FUNDRAISER

Sponsorship Form

Friday, July 23, 2010Friday, July 23, 2010Friday, July 23, 2010Friday, July 23, 2010Friday, July 23, 2010
7:30 pm – 10:30 pm

Italian Club Grand Ballroom
1731 E. 7th Ave.

Tampa, FL 33605

Dinner Included with Cash Bar Available
____________________________________________________

High Roller Sponsor Playing Table Sponsor
$300.00 – Above $150.00
(Name will appear on event floor signage)(Recognition on playing table)

Name___________________________________________

Company Name___________________________________

Address__________________________________________

Phone:________________ Email_____________________
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Italian Club Cemetery

CASINO NIGHT FUNDRAISER
Friday, July 23, 2010Friday, July 23, 2010Friday, July 23, 2010Friday, July 23, 2010Friday, July 23, 2010

7:30 pm – 10:30 pm

Italian Club Grand Ballroom
1731 E. 7th Ave.

Tampa, FL 33605

$35.00 per person$35.00 per person$35.00 per person$35.00 per person$35.00 per person

Dinner Included
(Dinner served 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm)

Cash Bar Available

Contact Alice at (813) 248-3316 to purchase tickets
           or for more information.
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Italian Club Cemetery
Committee

Memorials

FRANK P. PUPELLO
Tom & Karen Martino

JEAN CRANK
Tony & Carmen Manali
Joe & Dora Caltagirone

ENRIQUE
GUERRICABEITIA
Tony & Carmen Manali
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone
Joe & Dora Caltagirone

FRANCES CAMPISI
PERRONE
Shirley & Michael Skourellos

MICHAEL RUBIO
Sam & Mary Pullara

DANNY SERPENTELLI
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone

GRACE GIUNTA
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone

To all members,

Italian Club Cemetery Committee update:

I offer my sincere thanks to each Cemetery Committee Member for
the dedication and devotion they put into our group.  I extend an
open invitation to any club member who may want to attend one of
our meetings.

Please make plans to attend the annual Memorial Day Mass at
our cemetery on Sunday, May 30th.  This special service recognizes
the veterans of our families and country who are now deceased, but
served to keep the United States free and allow us the privilege to
observe our heritage.  Following the mass, a procession will walk
from the mausoleum to our Veterans Memorial rotunda, where
several groups will place flowered wreaths and a Color Guard
contingent from the ‘Rough Riders’ of Tampa will present the colors
of our flag and play ‘taps’.

The CASINO NIGHT  FUNDRAISER is now scheduled.
Make plans to be there on Friday  evening 7:30 PM to 10:30 PM on
July 23, 2010.  This event will be held on the 3rd floor in the
Grand Ballroom at the Italian Club with dinner being served from
6:30 PM until 9:00 PM downstairs in the Cantina.

$35.00 / per person                   DINNER  INCLUDED
CASH  BAR  AVAILABLE

Ask any of your friends who attended last year how much fun they
had ….. Then make your plans to come and have a great time.

Right of Way & street abandonment –  Joe Caltagirone and Joe
Capitano, Sr. continue to focus on the future of our cemetery for the
benefit of all members.  They recently visited with City of Tampa
property officials to discuss the acquisition of some land adjacent to
the cemetery once the ‘right of way & street abandonment’ issue is
resolved.

Respectfully submitted,

Sam Manna
President – Italian Club Cemetery Committee
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Ruben & Yuyi Alfaras
John J. Agliano
Joe & Dora Caltagirone
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone
Dr. & Mrs. Felix M. Cannella
Felix M. Cannella, Jr.
Joseph & Gilda Capitano
Sam & Kristy Chiodo
Thomas & Anna Maria DiCesare
Laura DeLucia

Friends Of

L’Unione Italiana
We extend a special thanks to the following supporters for their specific commitment

to help the Club’s Newsletter.

Please join as a Friend of L’Unione Italiana now! Call the office for information.

Mercy DiMaio
Dan Iovino
Sam & Elaine Manna
Frank F. Megna
Rose P. Midulla
Matt & Nicole Nassif
Vince & Maria Pardo
Maria Leto Pasetti
Barbara Denti Pool
Violet Verroca Rodriguez


