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The mission of L’Unione Italiana is to preserve and honor the culture, traditions and heritage of the Italian Community
and to maintain the historical facility as a functioning memorial to the working class immigrants.
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In 1979, the poet Lawrence
Ferlinghetti saluted a generation
that was passing before his eyes.
“For years the old Italians have
been dying,” he wrote. Let us now
praise the not-so-famous children

of the immigrants, who are also
vanishing..

In 1900, Rosolino Mormino
and his brothers left Sicily for
Napoleonville, Louisiana. A part of
one of the greatest mass migrations
in history, Rosolino wrote his
mother in Sicily: “In America, the
bread is soft, but life is hard.”
Rosolino and his brothers cut
sugarcane until learning that John
D. Rockefeller was building a
refinery upriver.

The second of seven
children, Ross Anthony Mormino
was born in Wood River, Illinois, in
1920. The Morminos found the
American Dream on the backside
of the tracks in Little Italy. The
town reeked of sulfur and

petroleum, but when anyone
complained, the old Italians would
say, “It’ s the smell of prosperity.”

A family legend holds that
daily, as he was leaving the
Standard Oil Refinery, Rosolino
Mormino smuggled a single brick
in his lunch pail. Once a guard

Continued on page 7.

After speaking with Dr. Gary
Mormino in late Nov., ’09, about
introducing Dr. Vicenza Scarpaci to
Italian Club Members, when she
was to talk on her book on Italian
Immigrants, it became evident to
me that he had known Vicenza
within their Immigrant History
writings, for 30 years.
Unfortunately, Gary could not
attend to introduce her, but, at that
time, he thought of sending me a
story he had written about his father
Rosario, who passed away in March
of 2009. He humbly said, “Gilda, if
you didn’t get to read this story that
appeared in the Tampa Tribune, I
am sending it to you via Internet for
you to leisurely read.” I was so
mesmerized by this poignant story
he wrote on his father, that I asked
his permission to share it with all of
you , Italian Club Members.
Please enjoy! Mille Grazi Gary!

Gilda F. Capitano, Cultural Chair.

In America, the
Bread is Soft
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President’s Message

Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a merry
Christmas.  I was glad to see so many faces at all the events that
took place at the Club in December.  Many of the faces I saw
were new.  I would hope that everyone took a moment to
introduce themselves to our new members.  All the events were
wonderful.  Many people work hard to put these events together
and I was pleased to see so many people attend.

Dominique Bonavita did another outstanding job with
Breakfast with Santa.  This was our biggest crowd yet and this
year I experienced first hand all the fun activities she planned
for the children and their families.

Santa Lucia was also a great success.  I always enjoy
seeing all the children who participate in the mass and program.
It is great to see families bringing in their young children and
grandchildren.  They are the Club’s future and their
involvement is imperative.

I would like to thank Vince Pardo and Stephanie
Cannella van-Belzen for serving on the Board of Directors.
They have both been on the Board for over 10 consecutive
years.  I appreciate all the hard work and dedication they have
put in to their events and committees.  Stephanie will still serve
as chairman for Picnic with the Past, and Vince will still be
involved with the Board when his time permits.  Al Garcia, Jr.
will be taking Stephanie’s place as Vice-President.  We also
have two new Board Members joining us, Joe Caravella, who is
very involved with the Krewe of Italia, and Gilda Capitano,
who is the Club’s Cultural Chair.  I would like to welcome them
both to the Board.

I wanted to let everyone know that the next Festa Italiana
will be held the last weekend of March.  We will kick off the
weekend with Wines of Italy on Thursday, March 25,
culminating with good food and entertainment on Sunday,
March 28, 2010.  I encourage everyone to help with the
procuring of sponsors and participants for restaurant row.  If
you have any ideas, please contact Starlet at (813) 247-4731.

Ciao!
Sal Guagliardo
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L’Unione Italiana is proud to present the
Opera Tampa Apprentices Children’s Concert

On March 20, 2010 at 1 p.m.
2nd Floor Connie Spoto Walter Theatre

Free Admission.  Donations for Opera Tampa will be accepted at the door.  For any further information
please contact Josephine Ando at the Tampa Bay Performing Arts Center at (813) 222-6436.

APPRENTICES
@

L’Unione Italiana

The Opera Tampa Apprentices are young,
beautiful and energetic singers who serve as
ambassadors of opera in the Tampa Bay Area.

During this fun, interactive and free one-hour
concert, children and adults alike will learn
about music, singing, and the timeless beauty
of this art form which is an essential part of
their Italian heritage.

Don’t miss the opportunity to intr oduce
the magic of music and opera to your child,
and to applaud the Opera Tampa
apprentices and their incredible skills…

Bravi Tutti!!!!
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Welcome New Members!

November / December 2009 New Members:

Philip Annichiarico General Spr: Glenn Fasani
Yvonne & Timothy Bridge Family Spr: Joe & Dora Caltagirone
Christian Caporusso Student Spr: Nicole Capitano Nassif
Senator Victor & Angela Crist Family Spr: Joe Capitano, Sr.
Fabrizio & Nicole Ferrari Family Spr: Nicole Capitano Nassif
Raymond Morganti General Spr: Joseph Capitano, Sr.

We would like to welcome our new members and
thank their sponsors:

As seen arAs seen arAs seen arAs seen arAs seen ar oundoundoundoundound
ttttt he Clubhe Clubhe Clubhe Clubhe Club

President Sal Guagliardo presents a thank you gift, a ren-
dering of the Club by Arnold Martinez,  at the December
Board Meeting to Vince Pardo and Stephanie Cannella
vanBelzen for the many years they served on the Board of
Directors.

Gilda Capitano, Cultural Chair, Vincenza Scarpaci, Guest
Speaker and Sal Guagliardo, President, at the December
4th lecture Vincenza Scarpaci gave based on her newest
book The Journey of the Italians in America.

Phillip Sipiora, Italian Club board member and USF
Professor of English, received the USF Jerome
Krivanek Award for Distinguished Teaching on
November 19. This honor is the highest teaching
award at USF and is presented by President Judy
Genshaft and Provost Ralph Wilcox.
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Italian Recipe Corner
Lentil, Sausage & Broccoli Rabe Soup

1 Pound Dried Lentils
1/2 Pound Turkey Sausages Removed From Casings
2 Tablespoons Olive Oil
1 Large Carrot, Peeled And Diced
2 Celery Stalks, Diced
1 Small Onion, Peeled And Diced
2 Garlic Cloves, Peeled And Minced
3 Tablespoons Tomato Paste
1 Cup Chopped Tomatoes
Sea Salt & Cracked Black Pepper
Red Pepper Flakes (Optional)
1 Bunch Broccoli Rabe, Washed, & Chopped
Grated Parmesan Cheese

To Serve:
Combine the lentils with 2 quarts of water in a large stock pot. Bring to a boil, then reduce the heat and simmer
for 20 minutes or until tender. In a separate pot, heat the olive oil and cook the carrots, onions, and celery until
tender. Add the garlic and sausage meat and continue to cook until the sausage is lightly browned, breaking it up
into small pieces as it cooks. Add the sausage and vegetables to the lentils wit the tomato paste and chopped
tomatoes. Season with salt and pepper and red pepper flakes if using. Add the broccoli rabe to the lentil pot with
2 to 3 cups of additional water. Continue to cook until the broccoli rabe is tender. Taste and adjust seasonings if
needed.
Serve with a sprinkling of grated parmesan cheese. Taken from Italianfoodforever.com

Most Holy Name School & Church Reunion
(Formerly known as Little Italian Chur ch of Ybor)

Fundraiser for Historic Marker
Join us at the Italian Club Cantina at 6pm

Friday, March 5, 2010
Optional Dinner - $10

RSVP for Dinner by Tuesday, March 2, 2010 to Grace Ippolito at (813) 689-1880.

Contributions payable to: Grace M. Ippolito.  Send to c/o Grace Ippolito, 1022 Emerald Dr.,
Brandon, FL 33511.

The Marker placement event is TBA.
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3rd Annual Breakfast with Santa
Our 3rd Annual Breakfast with Santa, held on December 5, 2009, was another great success.
We had over 100 people in attendance.  The children got their picture taken with Santa, by Joe
Photo, and received a goody bag.  They made reindeer antlers, necklaces and many other crafts.
Everyone, young and old, enjoyed the delicious breakfast buffet prepared by Wayl of a Time
Catering.  Mark your  calendars for next year’s Breakfast
with Santa, Saturday, December 4, 2010, 9am - 11am.

We hope you can join us!!
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inspected the pail and asked why a
brick was resting upon crushed
olives and garlic. Rosolino
explained that he wished to show
his sons what he—a mason—did
for a living. Twenty-five years later,
he had enough bricks to build a
home. And provide a life lesson.
The race is not to the swift or the
strongest. That the Mormino home
was built of wood is immaterial to
the parable.

The five Mormino sons
never much appreciated formal
education. The Great Depression
supplied ample instruction. In the
fourth grade, Sister Eulalia asked
“Barney”—no one called him Ross
because of his likeness for the
comic strip character Barney
Google—to lead the class in the
“Lord’s Prayer.” Barney began,
“Our Father, Who works for the
Standard Oil Refinery . . .” The
nuns were not amused.

Like Huck Finn, Barney lit out for
the territory. He worked as a cabin
boy on Mississippi River barges,
hopped trains, and learned to fix
anything that moved.

War and Remembrance

Pearl Harbor altered the
destiny of a generation of Barneys.
One of 16 million servicemen, he

                 Seabees, a naval
construction battalion. World War
II swept him from a small town in
the Midwest to the South Pacific,
to places most Americans could not
identify on a map: New Caledonia,
Bougainville, and Okinawa.

World War II was the
greatest experience of his life. He
was not a man of letters and hated

to talk on the phone, but he kept in
touch with his beloved band of
brothers. An eye witness to the best
and worst of humanity, he wanted
what most GI’s wanted: to get
married, find a job, and catch up
for lost time.

On leave in 1943, he met
Mabel Dingle. Born in the washed-
out coal mining town of Tamaroa,
Illinois, she, too, understood hard
times and undanced dreams.

Mabel patiently wrapped
and preserved letters my father
wrote from the South Pacific. I
never saw my parents embrace,
never witnessed a kiss, and cannot
ever remember them having a night
out by themselves, but the letters
revealed a touching affection and
optimism. To my astonishment and
delight, I also discovered love
letters from other suitors!

The World According to Barney

What did Barney Mormino
do? He worked, doing more with
less than anyone I knew. A cure for
life’s afflictions, work was his
calling. If he was not toiling in the
refinery, he was working in his
garden, fixing neighbors’ cars or
repairing a small home that
somehow housed a family of eight.

Barney did what he had to
do. He was a union man in a union
town. In first grade at Saint
Bernard’s, Sister Eulalia asked
students to tell what their fathers
did. I replied, with pride, that my
father was a black jack dealer! The
nuns were not amused. But 1953
was the year of the strike, and dad
was shuffling cards in the
backroom of a notorious tavern.
Fittingly, one of his daughters

became a cloistered nun, a Poor
Clare.

Saint Benedict preached,
“To work is to pray.” Dad was a
true believer.  Feeling depressed?
Work harder. Lacking self esteem?
Work harder. He never quite
understood why one needed a
college degree. To him, writing was
not work. When I saw him in
January, he asked, once again, “Did
you ever get a real job?”

To Barney Mormino, a real
job represented something concrete
and tangible. In the early 1950s, I
recall being taken to my Uncle
Sammy’s shoe repair shop. As I
inhaled the intoxicating smells of
burnished leather and hot glue, Dad
philosophized that I needed to start
thinking about my future.
Americans would always need
someone to repair their shoes, he
explained.

His view of the world was
simple. Life is hard. Get used to it.
Never expect anyone to rescue you,
especially your father. The world is
a cruel place. Highways are lined
with gyp joints. Politicians and
bankers are crooks. Find a good
woman, avoid debt, and learn a
trade.

Ross Mormino was a man’s
man in a vanishing world of tough
men. As a mechanic, he frequently
smashed his thumbs. In the
evenings, he would patiently and
stoically bore into the purplish nail
with his corkscrew knife to relieve
the pressure. I can only remember
him express disappointment twice
in his life. He was bowling with
friends in 1954 when the
announcement came across the
radio that his beloved St. Louis
Browns were leaving St. Louis for

Continued from front page.

Continued on page14.

enlisted in the
36th



PAGE 8

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2010

Club
Christmas

Party
December 10, 2009
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FRAN COSTANTINO
BROKER

COSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINO
AND  COMPANY

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

2216 4TH AVE. E.
TAMPA, FL 33605

PHONE: 813 241-6767
FAX:       813 241-6868

“The Costantino family has
been doing business in
Ybor City since 1906”
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News from the Ladies Auxiliar y..............

The year 2009 was a very busy and productive one for the Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary.  We were fortunate to
welcome new members into our fold and the group is simply outstanding.  Lots of enthusiasm and cooperation
produced a financially sound year in spite of the economic downturn.  It is our goal to not only “Preserve the
Culture” but to financially support the Italian Club Building and Trust Fund and our Historic Italian Club
Cemetery and we are proud to have accomplished that again in 2009.

Reporting since last Newsletter, the December 13 event Santa Lucia Festival of Lights at L’Unione was beautiful;
the Mass and children in procession, the food, the music the attendees...all contributed to another successful and
memorable celebration of one of our treasured customs.  Thanks to all who attended.

Save the Date  ....March 6, 2010....

“Under the Tuscan Sun”“Under the Tuscan Sun”“Under the Tuscan Sun”“Under the Tuscan Sun”“Under the Tuscan Sun”
Be sure to join us for our fashion show which we produce each year and is our main fundraiser at our beautiful
Historic L’Unione Italiana.  Beginning at 10:30 a.m., we will have specialty Vendors in our “Boutique” on the
second floor, where we will serve coffee, espresso and Italian dolci while you enjoy shopping!  Then we will
proceed to the Ballroom for entertainment provided by our own Mary Francis Granell, and the Frank Rey
Dancers.  Enjoy the Silent Auction, a delicious plated Luncheon by Wayl of a Time, Door Prizes and our
wonderful Vince Pardo as Master of Ceremonies.  Fashions by La Joya Boutique will be featured.  Don’t miss
this......see the brochure enclosed in this issue of our Newsletter for making your reservations.  Your family and
friends will love it, so bring them along!

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ Our annual Campo Italiano will be June 14-18.
  ++++++++++Look for NEW and exciting events coming up this year.

++++++++++Your support in attending these events benefits your Club!

The Ladies Auxiliary at their
annual Christmas Party.

The Ladies wish youThe Ladies wish youThe Ladies wish youThe Ladies wish youThe Ladies wish you
a Very Happy anda Very Happy anda Very Happy anda Very Happy anda Very Happy and

Healthy New Year.Healthy New Year.Healthy New Year.Healthy New Year.Healthy New Year.

++++++++++Our monthly meeting is the 1Our monthly meeting is the 1Our monthly meeting is the 1Our monthly meeting is the 1Our monthly meeting is the 1 ststststst

Saturday!  You are welcome to attend.Saturday!  You are welcome to attend.Saturday!  You are welcome to attend.Saturday!  You are welcome to attend.Saturday!  You are welcome to attend.
Always looking for a “few goodAlways looking for a “few goodAlways looking for a “few goodAlways looking for a “few goodAlways looking for a “few good

womenwomenwomenwomenwomen ”””””JJJJJ !!!!!
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The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary cordially invites you to its
Annual Fashion Show, Silent Auction and BoutiqueAnnual Fashion Show, Silent Auction and BoutiqueAnnual Fashion Show, Silent Auction and BoutiqueAnnual Fashion Show, Silent Auction and BoutiqueAnnual Fashion Show, Silent Auction and Boutique

“Under the Tuscan Sun”Under the Tuscan Sun”Under the Tuscan Sun”Under the Tuscan Sun”Under the Tuscan Sun”
Saturday, March Saturday, March Saturday, March Saturday, March Saturday, March 6, 20106, 20106, 20106, 20106, 2010

Fashions provided by

La Joya Boutique

Entertainment provided by

Frank Rey Dance Studio

Master of Ceremonies

Vince Pardo

Join us for a day of Fun and Fashions......beginning at Join us for a day of Fun and Fashions......beginning at Join us for a day of Fun and Fashions......beginning at Join us for a day of Fun and Fashions......beginning at Join us for a day of Fun and Fashions......beginning at 10:30 a.m10:30 a.m10:30 a.m10:30 a.m10:30 a.m ....., in our Second, in our Second, in our Second, in our Second, in our Second
Floor Theatre,  we offer Coffee, Espresso and fine Italian “Floor Theatre,  we offer Coffee, Espresso and fine Italian “Floor Theatre,  we offer Coffee, Espresso and fine Italian “Floor Theatre,  we offer Coffee, Espresso and fine Italian “Floor Theatre,  we offer Coffee, Espresso and fine Italian “dolci”  dolci”  dolci”  dolci”  dolci”  while you enjoywhile you enjoywhile you enjoywhile you enjoywhile you enjoy
shopping with our fabulous Boutique Vendors!   We are sure you will find a treasure forshopping with our fabulous Boutique Vendors!   We are sure you will find a treasure forshopping with our fabulous Boutique Vendors!   We are sure you will find a treasure forshopping with our fabulous Boutique Vendors!   We are sure you will find a treasure forshopping with our fabulous Boutique Vendors!   We are sure you will find a treasure for
yourself or a gift for someone special.yourself or a gift for someone special.yourself or a gift for someone special.yourself or a gift for someone special.yourself or a gift for someone special.

At At At At At 11:50 a.m. 11:50 a.m. 11:50 a.m. 11:50 a.m. 11:50 a.m. we will move to our beautiful 3we will move to our beautiful 3we will move to our beautiful 3we will move to our beautiful 3we will move to our beautiful 3rdrdrdrdrd Floor Ballroom for Entertainment Floor Ballroom for Entertainment Floor Ballroom for Entertainment Floor Ballroom for Entertainment Floor Ballroom for Entertainment
and an exciting Fashion Show presented by Myriam Castellano, owner of La Joyaand an exciting Fashion Show presented by Myriam Castellano, owner of La Joyaand an exciting Fashion Show presented by Myriam Castellano, owner of La Joyaand an exciting Fashion Show presented by Myriam Castellano, owner of La Joyaand an exciting Fashion Show presented by Myriam Castellano, owner of La Joya
Boutique.  The Show will be followed by a delicious, plated, Full Course Luncheon.Boutique.  The Show will be followed by a delicious, plated, Full Course Luncheon.Boutique.  The Show will be followed by a delicious, plated, Full Course Luncheon.Boutique.  The Show will be followed by a delicious, plated, Full Course Luncheon.Boutique.  The Show will be followed by a delicious, plated, Full Course Luncheon.
Door Prizes, Free Parking....$40.00 per person.Door Prizes, Free Parking....$40.00 per person.Door Prizes, Free Parking....$40.00 per person.Door Prizes, Free Parking....$40.00 per person.Door Prizes, Free Parking....$40.00 per person.

To reserve your seat, please make your check payable to The Italian Club Ladies

Auxiliar y and mail before February 27 to Rose Barbie, 9802 Thornridge Road, Tampa, FL
33612.   Please include the names of people with whom you wish to be seated (tables seat
10).  For fur ther information, please phone Rose Barbie (813.931.3613).  Tables will be
assigned as payments are received.  Complimentary parking is provided in our Italian

Club parking lot adjacent to back of our building.
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New Year’s Eve Gala 2009New Year’s Eve Gala 2009New Year’s Eve Gala 2009New Year’s Eve Gala 2009New Year’s Eve Gala 2009
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Baltimore. In 1944, the Brownies
won the American League pennant.
Alas, Barney Mormino had to read
about it in “Stars and Stripes.”

I was a senior in high
school in 1965. My father thought
only two paths made sense to 18-
year-old males in Wood River: the
factories or the military. But if an
18-year-old wished to diddle his
life away at college, he should not
expect to waste Ross Mormino’s
dime. He did, however, walk me to
the home of “Big John,” the rotund

city councilman and ward heeler.
Big John got me a job with the road
crew of the Illinois Highway Dept,
where I earned enough that summer
to finance my first year of college.

Giants on the Earth

Ross Mormino died in
March 2009. He managed to avoid
spending a single night in a nursing
home. He did not expect his
children to pay for his funeral. My
brother found several envelopes of
crisp $20 bills in his closet. He had
earned the money by retrieving

thousands of “lost” golf balls,
cleaning them, and reselling them
as “new.” In tribute, the family
placed a freshly scrubbed golf ball
in his coffin.

“Behold, for a race of giants
stalked the earth in those days.”
The Book of Genesis aptly
described millions of men and
women who survived the Great
Depression, never shirked their
duty, who understood the
importance of sacrifice, pain, and
denial.

For a long time, I thought
my father was harsh, coarse, and
unsentimental. Judged from the
vantage point of 2009, from the
ruins of a society that demanded,
even expected, instant gratification
and unearned riches, Barney
Mormino looks more and more like
a giant that stalked the earth.
_________

Gary Ross Mormino
teaches history at USF, cries at
Frank Capra movies, and drives a
1992 Volvo.

Continued from page 7.

Let’s Keep the Culture AliveLet’s Keep the Culture AliveLet’s Keep the Culture AliveLet’s Keep the Culture AliveLet’s Keep the Culture Alive

     JUNE 14-18, 2010 | 9am - 1pmJUNE 14-18, 2010 | 9am - 1pmJUNE 14-18, 2010 | 9am - 1pmJUNE 14-18, 2010 | 9am - 1pmJUNE 14-18, 2010 | 9am - 1pm
A day camp per i bambini sponsored by
The Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary at the

Italian Club.

Children learn about the Italian culture through
Music, Dance, Arts & Crafts, Crochet, Cooking, Traditions,
Language & Storytelling.  Lessons also include.......Indoor

Bocce!
Registration forms available March 15, 2010

See next newsletter for more information!



would lik e to thank y ou for y our support
with a special one-time offering.

        DIVA .  Call 813.229.7827 or go to
strazcenter.org

*F or a limited time only . Offer ma y be rev ok ed without notice. Quantities are limited and subject
to a vailablit y. Limit six tick ets. All sales are final. No refunds. Cannot be combined with other
offers. Tick et price does not include applicable service charges.
Performers, performances, dates, prices and times are subject to change.

TBPAC is now the Str az Center .
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To come see a DIVA ,
first y ou ha ve to sa y it!

Renée Fleming One night only
with a full orchestr a conducted b y

Maestro Anton Coppola.

Jan. 26, 2010 @ 7:30 p.m.
Carol Morsani Hall at the Str az Center

Festa Italiana’s Cinema, merges with                                            to help welcome Matt Tyrnauer’s film,
Valentino….the Last Emperor.

/ Italian Club’s Festa Cinema Italiano 2010

On Wednesday, February 17, 2010,                                         cordially
invites the Italian Club to a private “Girls Night Out” event, from 6p.m.
- 9p.m. for a pre – launch celebration of Festa 2010’s Cinema Italiano
showing the nationally acclaimed film, Valentino…the Last Emperor.
Come celebrate fashion and view the latest trends in handbags and
exclusive  fragrance by the famous world renowned Italian  designer,
Valentino.

Call                                        at (813) 356-7412 to RSVP your
admission to                              for that evening.  Numbers are limited.

Note kindly: The film will be shown only Friday evening, March
26 @ the Italian Club.  Director, Matt Tyrnauer, from New York, will be
with us at Cinema Italiano, on 3/26/10.  After the movie is over, he will
proceed with a Question & Answer session.  Donations accepted evening
of viewing Valentino.

Thank  You                             for your kind hospitality to help us
publicize the advent of this film!   Hope to see you @ Italian Club for
Cinema Italiano on Friday, March 26, 2010.

Cordialmente, Gilda F. Capitano,
Chair of Cinema Italiano.

Tick ets start at $35* using promotion code
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How refreshing when folks are feeling in a sad mood,
economic problems soaring, to receive a song that

makes you feel good all over.  You are able to let out a
~ real hardy laugh ~

“LAUGH OUT LOUD”
PERFECT TIMING  for “LAUGH OUT  LOUD” A SONG TO CHEER YOU UP!

If you laugh along with the song, we guarantee that you
will definitely feel better and it will take a little stress out

of your life.

RECORDING ARTIST
RIC TRUETT

SONGWRITER:
JOHN CENTINARO

SEND $4.95 PAYABLE TO JOHN CENTINARO P.O. BOX 151894
TAMPA, FL 33614 PHONE 933-1869 FAX 932-3806

EMAIL DJCENTINARO@VERIZON.NET
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Festa Italiana 2010 and Cinema Italiano, wishes to announce the forth

coming of their two films to be presented in March during Festa weekend. As a “first” for Cinema
Italiano, Directors of both films will be present at each viewing. In the Italian Club’s Connie
Walter’s Theatre on the 2nd floor, Valentino, the Last Emperor, will be shown on Friday, March
26. The Director of this film, Matt Tyrnauer, an American from New York, will be present at this
showing. He will conduct for your pleasure & interest, a Question and Answer Session after the
movie. Matt, filmed Valentino entirely in Italy. The world renowned Italian fashion designer has
retired his label for clothing, (which you will experience his spectacular retirement party, taking
place in a Rome museum, with designers from all over the world present, along with his famous
sewing room, his “girls,” as his hand seamstresses are called, giving you a complete story of his
work) but his legendary design of ladies hand bags, belts, perfumes, lives on. Come see Italian art
still in vogue, right here at your Italian Club.

Showing
Friday, March 26th

6:30 p.m.

Intr oduction by
Gilda F. Capitano,

Chair of Cinema Italiano

Comments  / Questions &
Answer Session

Matt Tyrnauer, Director

Donations accepted evening of viewing

“the first big fashion movie since
SEX AND THE CITY!”

              Fashion
Rules!

“a must-see”
    The New York

Times

“smart and sumptuous”
        Wall Street

Journal
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Showing
Saturday, March 27th

6:30 p.m.

Intr oduction by
Phillip Sipiora, Professor of English and Film

Studies, USF Tampa

Remarks by
Gary R. Mormino, Frank E. Duckwall

Professor of History, USF St. Petersburg

Comments  / Questions & Answer Session
Gianfranco Norelli and Suma Kurien,

co-producers of Pane Amaro

Pane Amaro has been called the first comprehensive depiction of film on the Italian American Experi-
ence.  The result of over four years of research, the film traces the social, economic, and political transformation
of Italians from immigrant victims of violence and prejudice to prominent members of American society.

This story is told by weaving together personal accounts with comments by scholars, and using a trea-
sure trove of historical photographs and footage.  The Italian version of the film, broadcasted nationally by RAI-
Italian Television in              La Stampa called Pane
Amaro “...an investigation into our past that is more compelling than a feature film.”

The title of the film comes from a popular Neapolitan song, of the early 1900’s which spoke of the
immigrant’s pain at being separated from home and family.

“...without a doubt the best documentary film ever produces about the
Italian American experience.”

Nunzio Pernicone, professor of History, Drexel University

“...a rich panorama of images and voices from every corner of the
Italian American community.  It should be on the list of every ethnic

studies course that wants to tackle the difficult process by which Euro-
pean immigrants became white as they became Ameircan.”

Donna Gabaccia
Director, Immigration Hisoty Research Center, University of Minnesota

This presentation is a joint venture between USF and
Festa’s Cinema Italiano

“...a sober, temperate, and non -indulgent visual history of our heritage, Pane Amaro is also an affective
portrait...eloquent, awakening, and emotive.”

Anthony J. Tamburri
Dean, John D. Calandra Italian American  Institute, CUNY

Donations accepted evening of viewing

2007, received wide critical acclaim and the Italian news-
paper



DA V INCI  SPONSORS

BP Amoco The Bromley Companies
Carrabba’s Italian Grill The Radian Group LLC
Century Auto Mall - Kia The Tampa Tribune
Clear Channel Thomas Financial Group
J.J. Taylor (Peroni) Transportaion Services of Brevard, Inc.
Marathon Oil Company US AmeriBank
Premier Beverage (Tuaca) Vigo Importing

Festa Sponsors 2009
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Sounthen Wine & Spirits Waste Management
Sweetbay Supermarket Ybor City Development Corporation

                                       DONATELLO  SPONSORS

Ancestry.com Mark Cardamone
Boza & Roel Funeral Home Pepin Distributing
CGM Services Reeves Masserati of Tampa
Coastal Wine Republic National Inc.
Colonial Bank Risser Oil Corp.
Ed Morse Cadillac & Saturn Sunny Florida Dairy
Hampton Inn & Suites Veredus Corporation
Hill, Ward & Henderson Yellow Cab
Hilton Garden Inn Mr. & Mrs. Al Dato

RAPHAEL  SPONSORS

Bartow Chevrolet Mastro Subaru
Bright House Network Mavilo Wholesalers
Carmine’s Seventh Ave. Milberg Weiss LLP
Cash Connection Morrick Construction Inc.
Centro Ybor Nelco Development Co.
Coca Cola of Florida Norris & Samon Pump Service
Corral Wodiska Partnership Oliva Tobacco Co.
Fowler, white, Boggs & Banker Planning 4U
Geico Platinum Bank
JMP Solutions Professional Insurance Center
La Tropicana Inc. Seven One Seven Parking
Mark Bentley, PA The FGS Group
Martino Mortgages Thomas J. Shannon, Jr.

MEDICI

Acclaimed Business Forms Prida Guida & Company PA
Adams Tamk & Lift Inc. Publix Super Market Charities
Automated Petroleum & Energy Rick & Tanya Russo
Busto Plumbing Swope, Rodante PA
Christopher & Keith Ligori Law Tre Amici @ the Bunker
Cole, Scott & Kissane, PA. Universal Structures, Inc.
Empire Investment Properties, Inc.UTEK Corporation
Frank Vacanti Realty, Inc. Zoro Properties, Inc.
Future Innovations Janitorial, Inc. Felix Cannella, Jr.
GMP, Inc. David Calverley
Gray Robinson Stanley Hanin
Lykes Insurance Ronald Christaldi
Paul Ferlita, CPA Hunt Douglas

AMICI

Ardaman & Associats, Inc. Law Office of R. Michael Larrinaga PA
Design Interiors Sunshine State Garage Inc.
Don Pellegrino MBA PA Tampa Digital Studios, Inc.
Florida Ship Supply The Energy Exchange
Hafner Ferlita Architects, Inc. Frank Campisi
Hillsborough Comminuty College Angeles Ferlita
J.O. Delotto & Sons Inc. Violet Rodriguez

RESTAURANT  SPONSORS

Beef ‘O Brady’s Maggiano’s Little Italy
Bellisimo Restaurant Massimos Eclectic Fine Dining
Bernini of Ybor Piccola-Italia
Caffé Paradiso Pipo’s Cafe & Catering
Cafe Volo Rigatoni Tuscan Oven
Catering by Design, Inc. Romano’s Macaroni Grill
Catering by the Family Sacino’s Formal Wear
CDB’s South Side Sips Dist. LLC (MMSI)
Columbia Restaurant Sonny’s BBQ
Czar Spaghetti Warehouse
Delectables Fine Catering StoneChef Caterers
Gaspar’s Grotto Tampa Bay Brewing Co.
Green Iguana Teatro on Seventh
Iavarone’s Steakhouse The Nest
La Creperia Cafe Tony’s Ybor Restaurant
La Terrazza Ristorante Italiano Vino E Pasta
Luigi’s Catering  Wayl of a Time

       Tricor Inc.,/Sonny’s BBQ

�

A Note on Giving and Receiving: Charitable Gift Annuities

What if you could make a meaningful lasting gift to the Italian
Club and receive income for the rest of your life at the same
time? Charitable gift annuities (CGA) provide for just that, and
our endowment fund at the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
is set up to receive such gifts.

They are a combination of a gift to charity, which will also give
you a partial tax deduction, and an annuity, which will provide a
stream of income to you, or someone of your choosing, for life.
Upon the beneficiary’s death, the remaining portion of the
annuity is used by the Foundation according to your wishes. You
can support the Italian Club forever through your legacy.

The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay makes it possible for
you to exchange a maturing CD, real estate, or securities such as
stocks or bonds for a charitable gift annuity.

Annuity benefits include:
· Steady income stream; especially advantageous

if you are 65 or older (see chart)
· Immediate income tax deduction for the gift portion
· Established with a minimum of $10,000 in assets
· Simple one or two page contract

CGA Rates – One Life

AGE ANNUITY  RATE
90+ 11.3%
85 9.5%
80 8.0%
75 7.1%
70 6.5%
65 6.0%

Rates effective 7/1/03

Charitable gift annuity rates are highly
favorable to older persons and are set by the
American Council on Gift Annuities. Contact Lois
Mock at the Community Foundation of Tampa
Bay (813-282-1975) for a personalized gift annuity
illustration calculated just for your needs.
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“NON TI SCORDAR DI ME”
(FORGET ME NOT)

....Please help the Italian Club maintain its
Mausoleum and Historic Cemetery....

Inscribe the name(s) of your ancestors,
descendants and loved ones.

Names will be inscribed on the south interior marble wall of the Mausoleum.
Your contribution of $150 per line (33 characters) of inscription will help

The Perpetual Care Fund to preserve the beauty of L’Unione Italiana Cemetery.

PRINT NAME(S) AS YOU WOULD LIKE THEM TO APPEAR.
ONLY 33 CHARACTERS PER LINE, INCLUDING SPACES.

1  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

2  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

3  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Enclosed is my contribution of $_________________for _______ inscriptions at $150 each. Please make
checks payable to “THE ITALIAN CLUB CEMETERY, INC”

c/o Ms. Violet Rodriguez, 3708 Crabcake Circle, Tampa, FL 33603-4500.

NAME______________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________

CITY_________________________________STATE___________ZIP CODE____________

DAY TELEPHONE____________________EVENING TELEPHONE__________________

For additional information call (813) 223-9279.
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Italian Club Cemetery
Committee

Memorials

CIRO BEDAMI
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Lorenzo

MIKE JOY
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone
Joe & Dora Caltagirone

JOSEPHINE MANALI
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone

SHIRLEY MIRANDA
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone

FRANCES PERRONE
Robert & Evangelina Arthurs
Frances Canto
Hugh & Judy Carson & James
Halsey
Diane & Robert Clapp
Joseph & Carol Craig
Lynn Fucarino
Vincent & Bessie LoScalzo
Mike & Lynn Maggio
Karl & Linda Unfried

MARY PROVENZANO
Joe & Dora Caltagirone
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone

To all members,

Italian Club Cemetery Committee update:

New directors – At our year end meeting in December the
Cemetery Committee appointed new directors for January 2010 to
December 2011 term.  The new directors are:  David Arbasak, Joe
Caltagirone, Philip Caltagirone, Joe Capitano, Sr., Eduardo Garriga,
Angela Genco, Lois Gokey, Angelo Ippolito, Joe Maroccia, Violet
Rodriquez, Connie Sedita & Vince Sinardi.         I appreciate the
commitment each of these directors will bring to our group.

The annual ‘Picnic with the Past’ which was held this past
November 15th was another success.  Hopefully, the membership and
visitors who attended this wonderful family event noticed how immaculate
the grounds are being kept and that all the sidewalks and driveways within
the cemetery have been pressured washed to a like new condition.  New
flowers & mulch were placed in front of the mausoleum to replace the
stolen items.

I hope particular attention was given to our ‘Veteran Memorial’
rotunda where numerous floor stains were removed, stone & tile work
was re-grouted and the rotunda ceiling was pressure cleaned and painted.
I offer my sincere thanks to Philip Caltagir one, and to his son, for
coordinating and working on the ‘Veteran Rotunda’ project.

The Cemetery Committees’ next endeavor is to have the entire
Donations for this undertaking

would be appreciated.   Contact Alice at the club to contribute.
The theft problem at the cemetery appears to have subsided for

now.  The police surveillance camera that was placed at the cemetery
was      monitored for 5 weeks without an incident.  The police camera
has been removed; however the Cemetery Committee is in the process of
placing its own ‘scaled down’ version of a camera.  Furthermore, 3 new
signs which read  ‘No Trespassing’ - ‘Property Under Video Surveillance’
have been posted at 3 entry points into the property in an effort to curb
future problems.

Paul Smith our conscientious cemetery ‘caretaker’ had his back
surgery and is rehabilitating.  He hopes to back on the job this coming
February, providing the cemetery with ‘Open & Close’ lock up service
and Sunday morning security.

My thanks to our landscapers, Darr ell Jones and his son Darr ell,
Jr. for the personal attention they give to our facility and for how well
they maintain our property.   Darrell, thanks for taking on the extra duties
while Paul has been out.

Sincerely,

Sam Manna
President – Italian Club Cemetery Committee

mausoleum pressure washed.
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Ruben & Yuyi Alfaras
John J. Agliano
Joe & Dora Caltagirone
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone
Dr. & Mrs. Felix M. Cannella
Felix M. Cannella, Jr.
Joseph & Gilda Capitano
Sam & Kristy Chiodo
Laura DeLucia
Mercy DiMaio

Friends Of

L’Unione Italiana
We extend a special thanks to the following supporters for their specific commitment

to help the Club’s Newsletter.

Please join as a Friend of L’Unione Italiana now! Call the office for information.

Dan Iovino
Sam & Elaine Manna
Frank F. Megna
Rose P. Midulla
Matt & Nicole Nassif
Vince & Maria Pardo
Maria Leto Pasetti
Barbara Denti Pool
Violet Verroca Rodriguez


