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New Year’s
Eve Gala 2008

Many came out to celebrate
the New Year Italian style.  This
year’s theme was cruising around
the Mediterranean.  Wayl of a Time
put together a fantastic Mediterra-
nean feast!
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President’s Message
I would like to start out by wishing everyone a Happy New Year!  The year
already seems to be in full swing.  The Krewe of Italia has participated in the
Gasparilla Day parade and the Sant’Yago Illuminated Knight parade.  Some
of you may have seen the article in the St. Pete times where there is a picture
of the Krewe float.  Last year wrapped up with yet another successful Picnic
with the Past.  I would like to thank the Krewe for coordinating the food for
the day.  I would also like to thank Boza and Roel for once again donating the
bottled water for the event.

Breakfast with Santa, which took place the first weekend of December, had a
great turn out.  All the children got their picture taken with Santa, which was
provided by Joe Photo of Tampa, and they made elf hats.  Wayl of a Time put
together a great breakfast that was enjoyed by everyone.

The Club Christmas party is always a nice time to catch up with friends
during the busy holiday season.  Many people brought canned and dry goods
to be donated to needy families.  Thank you.

I would like to thank two of our Board Members for serving on the Board of
Directors, Felicia Kopelman, Secretary, and Felix Cannella.  Felicia has been
a very dedicated member who has helped the Club in many ways.  She was
on the Board of Directors for 5 years, we will certainly miss her.  Grace
Ippolito has taken her place as secretary.  Grace has been on the Board and is
also an active member of the Cemetery Committee.  I would like to welcome
our two newest Board Members, Larrie Lazzara and Dr. Phillip Sipiora.

The Cemetery Committee and the Ladies Auxiliary have elected new
President’s to serve on their Board of Directors.  Sam Manna (Cemetery
Committee) and Barbara Pool (Ladies Auxiliary) are both very enthusiastic
and ready to tackle any problem.  I wish them the best in their new positions.

The Festa Italiana Committee is already geared up for this year’s weekend of
fun.  As you will see later on in the newsletter, Al Martino is the headliner for
this year.  We are also featuring The Four Aces and Valerie Sneade.  I hope
everyone will be able to come out and enjoy all of the activities, which will
start off with the Wines of Italy event on Thursday, March 26.  If you would
like to volunteer please contact Starlet at Radiant, (813) 247-4731.

Don’t forget to stop by the Club for Friday night Happy Hours.  Johnny
Charro will be joining us on March 13th at 7pm with some of his band
Members.  There will be a $5 cover charge.  Come out for some good food
and dancing!

Ci vediamo!

Sal Guagliardo
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Libertà!
We celebrate Italy’s

Liberation Day!

Please come and join us for our next

Sunday Family Dinner
April 26, 2009
2:00 to 5:00 pm

in The Club Ballroom

Prices are:  $15 for adults, $13 for seniors, $10 children 6 to 12 years of age.
 (Non-members add $2 to the aforementioned rates.)

Please call the club office by April 22 to make your reservation!

(813) 248-3316

The Mystery of San
Gennaro

There is very little known
of the life of San Gennaro; we can
start by saying that his true name
was Ianuario. The local Neapolitan
tradition says he was born in
Benevento, Campania in the year
272 to a rich patrician family Gens
Januaria that traced its descent to
the Caudini tribe of the Samnites
who settled in the mountains of the
region Campania and worshipped
the God Giano. This means that
Ianuario was actually his last name
while unofficial sources claim that
Procolo was his first name.

During the persecution of
Christians by Emperor Diocletian,
in the first half of the Third

Century, Ianuario already Bishop
of Benevento at a very young age
traveled to Pozzuoli with the
Lector Desiderio and the Deacon
Festo to preach to his followers.

Sessio the Deacon of what
today is known as Miseno decided
to greet them at their arrival but
was arrested before he could do so
by Dragonzio, an anti-Christian
judge. When Ianuario, Desiderio
and Festo went to visit their friend
in prison Dragonzio took the
opportunity to arrest them as well
sentencing them to worship the
pagan idols. Upon their refusal,
Dragonzio commuted their
sentence to a death sentence; the
three would be eaten by wild
beasts in the amphitheater.
Ianuario and his friends were
beheaded after the Christian

community pleaded for them. He
died on approximately September
19, 305.

Upon his death, the martyrs’
bodies were buried and some of
their blood was preserved, which
was a common practice at that time.
Saint Ianuario’s blood was kept in
custody by his wet-nurse while his
body was buried in Fuorigrotta and
then moved centuries later to what
is known today as the Catacombs of
San Gennaro in Capodimonte.

Despite very limited
information about his life and
works, he is famous for the miracle
of the annual liquefaction of his
blood, first reported in 1389. The
dried blood is safely stored in small
capsules in a reliquary. When these
capsules are brought into the

Continued on page 7.
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Welcome New Members!

September - October 2008 New Members:
Nancy Marsh General Spr: Carlos Diaz, Jr.
Adrienne Stanganelli Student Spr: Gilda Capitano
Douglas Dallio Senior Spr: Maria Pasetti
Nelson Castellano Senior Spr: Ralph Lazzara, III
Kenneth & Laurie-Ann Tackas Family Spr: Vienna Santisteban
Michael & Suzanne Manzi Family Spr: Violet Rodriguez
Anthony Perrone Senior Spr: Anthony M. Perrone
Bryan Rotella General Spr: Joe Antinori
Amy Frassa Student Spr: Joe Antinori
Damon & Laura DeLise Family Spr: Bette Maniscalco
Richard Schleman General Spr: Violet Rodriguez

We would like to welcome our new members and
thank their sponsors:
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Italian Recipe Corner
Penne con Melanzane Grigliate e Radicchio

Penne With Grilled Eggplant and Radicchio

Ingr edients:
2 small eggplants (about 1 and 1/2 pounds)
1 large head of radicchio (about 8 ounces), quartered, cored
7 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil, divided
1/3 cup finely chopped onion
3 garlic cloves, thinly sliced
2 tablespoons fresh parsley leaves
1 tablespoon chopped fresh thyme
1 cup chopped seeded peeled tomatoes
1/2 cup low-salt chicken broth
1/3 cup dry white wine
1/2 cup coarsely chopped fresh basil
1/4 teaspoon dried crushed red pepper
12 ounces Penne or Fusilli pasta, freshly cooked
6 ounces soft fresh goat cheese, crumbled

Dir ections:
Cut eggplants in half lengthwise, then cut crosswise into 1/2-inch thick slices. Place on layers
of paper towels. Sprinkle eggplant lightly with salt; let stand for 30 minutes.

Prepare barbecue or grill (medium-high heat). Pat eggplant dry. Brush eggplant and radicchio
with 3 tablespoons olive oil; sprinkle with salt. Grill until eggplant is tender and radicchio is
wilted, about 4 minutes per side for eggplant and 1 minute per side for radicchio. Transfer
radicchio to cutting board; chop coarsely.

Heat 3 tablespoons olive oil in heavy large skillet over medium heat. Add onion and garlic; stir
2 minutes. Add parsley and thyme. Reduce heat to low; saute until onion is soft, about 10
minutes.

Add next 5 ingredients; simmer 8 minutes, stirring frequently.

Stir in eggplant and radicchio. Season to taste with salt and pepper.

Toss pasta with 1 tablespoon olive oil in large bowl. Add eggplant sauce and toss. Sprinkle with
crumbled goat cheese; serve. Serves 6.

Compliments of Adriana’s in Santo Stefano Quisquina, Sicily
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Human Interest
Article

Vincent J. Pardo

By Ralph Lazzara, III

One of the Italian Club’s
most outstanding, versatile and
dedicated members is Vincent
(Vince) J. Pardo.  His
“Philanthropic” contributions have
been numerous to Hillsborough
County government, Ybor City, and
the Italian community in general.
Vince’s community involvement
have included the following;
President both of L’Unione Italiana
as well as the Ybor City Chamber
of Commerce.  As window
dressing, he was founder and chair
of the Tampa Agrigento Sister
Cities Committee and the Ybor
Coalition.  Vince was a co-founder
of Historic Structures Consortium
of Ybor.  Also, he co-founded the
Hillsborough County Needs
Assessment Partnership, the
Council on Neighborhood Efforts
and the Human Service Founders
Council.  Vince has been a
participating member of an
inordinate number of committees
and associations.  For example, the
Homeless Coalition, the Anti Drug
Alliance, the National Association
of Drug Commission, the Barrio
Latino Commission, the Tampa
Urban League/Leadership
Development, the Ybor
Redevelopment Agency, the
National Head Start Program, the
American Planning Association
and the Ybor City Round Table.

His accomplishments have
been extensive, however to list an
outstanding example of Vince’s
personal dedication and hands-on
involvement of his endeavors is
minutely sketched by his
magnanimous contributions as
President of L’Unione Italiana.  He
commenced myriad of changes in
the social welfare club, changes
that are axiomatic in the Italian
Community.  The Club which
previously had been established to
aid newly arrived immigrants was
barely existing.  Processes were
done by hand, bills were expansive,
income was meager, and the once
beautiful edifice had fallen into
disrepair with a continuous battle
of safety and code infractions.

Vince’s main thoughts were
that in order for this Club to
continue, it had to be brought into
the 20th century.  He wanted young
Italians who had distinguished
themselves in their various
professions to elicit enthusiasm and
evolve into primary community
contributors.  He used his excellent
skills as a consensus builder to
increase membership.  This would
move the club in a positive
direction.  One of Vince’s
ingenious ideas was to change the

direction of the Club from social
welfare to cultural.  His mission
was to renovate the Italian Club
building as a historic landmark.
This endeavor placed emphasis on
preserving the Italian Club culture.
This perpetuated the dreams and
goals of Tampa’s first immigrants
from Italy.  He not only changed
the focus, but initiated automation
and streamlined processes.  Various
types of fundraisers were
commenced.

Over $500,000 in
government grants were earmarked
for building restoration.  Vince
initiated Italian language classes at
the Club, a Tampa Sister Cities
affiliation with Agrigento Sicily, an
Italian young people’s dance group,
Festa Italiana, Bocce courts on 18th

Street and the Bocce Ball
Tournaments.  During Vince’s
Presidency, Club membership
enhanced greatly and $500,000 in
State Preservation funds were
awarded to preserve the Club’s
historic building.

Vince was born in Ybor
City.  Consequently, his success
with projects was definitely due to
his Italian heritage, and to Ybor
City.  All of his great-grandparents
immigrated to Ybor City from the
province of Agrigento Sicily
(paternal: Pardo and LoCicero from
Alessandria della Rocca and Santo
Stefano Quisquina; maternal:
Cacciatore and Diecidue, from
Alessandria della Rocca, and
Cianciana).  These ancestors all
lived and owned businesses in
Ybor.  In addition his parents,
Vincenzo (Jimmy) and Dominica
(Dora) Cacciatore, were always

Continued on page 7.



JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2009

PAGE 7

Congratulations to Matt & Nicole
Capitano Nassif on the birth of their
baby girl SOFIA GRACE NASSIF,

active in Italian Community affairs
and in Ybor City.

Vince realized that his son,
Vincent Angelo had not been
exposed to the heritage in the same
manner as he had been.
Consequently, Vince and his wife
Jan volunteered at the Italian Club.
This eventually spread to the Ybor
City Chamber, Ybor City

Roundtable, along with other Ybor
functions.  This commitment was
over 25 years of volunteer service
to Ybor City.

In 1999, Vince retired, after
30 years of community service with
Hillsborough County government.
He was offered the position of
Manager of the Ybor City
Development Corporation which
manages Ybor City’s Community
Redevelopment Areas.  Vince has

diligently worked for the past seven
years to improve the quality of life
of Ybor City’s residents,
businesses, visitors and property
owners.

Today, Vince has
demonstrated his life long
commitment to Ybor City, and
promotions, preservation, and
revitalization continues in the Ybor
City Community.

Continued from page 6.

vicinity of his body on three
occasions in the year, the dried
blood supposedly liquefies.

All in all his life continues
to be a mystery for lack of
documentation, with the exception
of some acts written in the late 6th
century reporting the lives of
Christian martyrs where reality and
legend intertwine and historic
elements are basically missing. For
instance among the various legends
is the marble block claimed to have
been used to behead San Gennaro;
it is a misnomer because in the
years circa 300 A.D. the block was
not used in the beheading
procedure and the marble on which
it is presumed San Gennaro had
been killed was part of a marble
complex dating a few centuries
later.

During the Second Vatican
Council in the mid 1960s the
worshipping of this saint was

officially limited to a local
audience, basically downgrading
the saint. Apparently, this decision
was not completely accepted by the
Neapolitans whom a few days later
wrote on the walls of the city: “San
Genna’, futtetenne!”(San Gennaro,
who cares what the Vatican thinks!)

San Gennaro’s feast day is
celebrated on September 19, in the
calendar of the Catholic Church. In
the Eastern Church it is celebrated
on April 21.

Researching our roots can
be rather complex if we want to
trace our Ancestors back to the
Third Century. Family documents
such as birth/baptism, marriage and
death records were only officially
introduced in the late 1500s when
the Catholic Church through the
Council of Trento established that
every parish priest would maintain
written records of the baptisms,
marriages and death of all the
parishioners. If you are looking to
research your family tree and you

Continued from page 3.

This article is from the
myitalianfamily.com website.  It
was submitted by Donna Gilbert

know the exact town of origin,
family records will take you back
several generations.

Learning about our origins
can be an important legacy to our
children, after all memories are not
used to remember the lost time, but
to start again, knowing that losing
our roots inevitably leads to a loss
in our identity as people who live,
think and love.

born December 3, 2008!  She was 20.25
inches long and weighed 6.7 lbs.
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Cultural News from
 Tampa Bay Performing

Arts Center

Summarized by Cultural Chair: Gilda F. Capitano

The Anton Coppola “Excellence in the Ar ts” Award

In honor of composer and conductor, Anton Coppola, this award will be given annually to an artist
in celebration of his/her contributions to Opera Tampa and the music world at large.

In its inaugural year, the 2008-2009 honoree is soprano, Renata Scotto, who is known to millions
for her numerous opera performances around the world.  Since the early 1950’s, she has performed
in more than 45 different operas and has appeared with the most acclaimed singers in the greatest
opera houses of the world. Now, a stage director and educator, Scotto continues to contribute her
skills and tremendous talent to the world of opera.

Renata Scotto will be presented with the Coppola Award on Friday,
Feb.27,2009, at 6:30 p.m., in a ceremony in conjunction with that
evening’s performances of Suor Angelica and Gianni Schicchi.

Giacomo Puccini’s Suor Angelica (Sister Angelica) is the tragic story
of a young nun, Suor Angelica, sent to a convent by her wealthy,
noble family for having a child out of wedlock.. Suor Angelica features
the beautiful and stirring aria “Senza Mamma.”

Gianni Schicchi, also a Puccini work, is about a cunning man who is
begged by a horrified, money-grubbing family, to find a solution as
to why their wealthy relative, Buoso Donati, left most of his money to the local monks. Both
performed on Feb 27 & March 1, 2009, Ferguson Hall.

These two productions are the second and third of a trio of Puccini operas known as Il trittico.
Trittico, received its world premiere at New York’s Metropolitan Opera on December 14, 1918.
They will be sung in Italian with English translations projected above the stage.

Fredercia von Stade and Samuel Ramey in Concert:  March 22, 2009, in Morsani Hall.
For more Opera Tampa League Gala info, call: 813.222.1275 or visit OPERATAMPA.ORG
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After the Program, D..J. James King, led the children in
dance and fun…even the adults joined in for a good time!

The Santa Lucia Festival of Lights Celebration presented by the Ladies
Auxiliary,  was held on St. Lucy’s Feast Day this year, which was Saturday,
December 13, 2008. We were honored to have the Mass officiated by Monsignor
Laurence Higgins.  His love of children and special fondness for Santa Lucia
were so beautifully displayed during this special celebration.  We were all
touched by his presence and grateful for his participation.  Once again, the
children of our members, friends and neighbors were a pure delight, each one
shining in their own special way!   The music, dancing and delicious food were
outstanding and the Ladies’ handmade cookies just topped off the day.  A special
thank you to the Parents, who honor the traditions of our Culture by sharing
these important events with their children, who will hopefully pass them onto
their offspring…and so it goes on through the generations.

Francesca (Capitano)
Lazzara

Santa Lucia 2009
Jacqueline (Ciccarello)

Stine
Santa Lucia 2007-2008

Holy Mass was celebrated in
our 2nd Floor Theatre

Letitia Vulpe, our Opera Singer,
accompanied the Children in the
Procession, singing “Santa Lucia.”
Her beautiful voice singing the
beloved “Ave Maria” during Mass
was awesome.  We thank her so
very much and hope to see her
return to L’Unione Italiana and
enchant us again.

Children lining up for the
Procession along 7th Avenue.  They
brought smiles to everyone along
the Avenue that chilly day.  The
weather looked dismal early in the
morning, but the sunshine could
not wait to shine upon our
children!

Each child reads a  portion of the story of Santa
Lucia prior to the Passing of the Crown, in the
Ballroom.
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Tampa Italian Club
Scholarships to Italy, 2009

Rules:
1. All full time college or university students of Italian heritage, attending any college or
university, are eligible to apply for an Italian Club of Tampa Scholarship of $1,500, which must
be used in participation with the University of South Florida Florence Summer Program. This
program offers courses each year in two summer sessions, A and B. Each session is six weeks.
The first session usually runs from late May until early July and session B runs from early July to
mid August. Scholarship winners are required to attend one of the two sessions. Students are not
required to be USF students to apply, but they must register for summer classes as USF students
(at the in-state tuition rate) and adhere to all rules governing the USF Florence Program

2. Applicants must submit a brief application letter to the address below, including contact
information and relevant heritage information.

3. Applicants must submit an essay between 1,000 and 1,200 words explaining why they are
interested in studying in Florence, Italy. The quality of this essay will be a significant factor in
determining each year’s recipients of the Tampa Italian Club Scholarship.

4. Applicants must demonstrate that they are currently in good standing at their college or
university and maintain at least a 3.0 Grade Point Average (“B”).

5. A letter of application, essay, and proof of a 3.0 or better GPA must be postmarked and
submitted to the Chair of the Scholarship Committee no later than April 07 to:

Professor Phillip Sipiora
Director, USF Florence Summer Program
Department of English, CPR 358
University of South Florida
4202 East Fowler Avenue
Tampa, FL 33620-5550
(813) 494-8877 (Cell)
(813) 974=9465 (Office)
<psipiora@gmail.com>

6. A committee will judge all materials. Scholarship recipients will be notified as soon as
decisions are made.

7. Three scholarships will be awarded.

8. Acceptance of a scholarship requires a commitment to attend the presentation ceremony.

9. For information regarding the USF Florence Summer Program, please contact Prof. Sipiora or
Mr. James Pulos, USF Education Abroad Program (813) 974-4043 (internet:
jpulos@iac.usf.edu).
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Italian
Idol

Festa is proud to once again sponsor Italian Idol.  The singing competition welcomes both
school age children and adults of all ages.   The competition will take place March 28th.
Children will compete at 12 noon and adults will compete at 2:30 p.m.    Italian Idol will be
located across the street from the Italian Club on 7th Ave.

If you would like to enter the competition or know someone who would like to participate, there
is still time.  You can get an application from the Festa web site:  http://
www.festaitalianatampa.com/or contact Starlet at 247-4731.

If you have not had the pleasure of seeing the Italian Idol competition before, prepare yourself
for an exciting surprise!  The local talent in Tampa will entertain and amaze you!
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L’Unione Italiana

2009
CINEMA ITALIANO

Located at the Historic Italian Club, Connie Spoto Walters Theater in Ybor City – Dinner available for the evening shows.

Friday, March 27
L’Unione Italiana

1731 East Seventh Ave, Ybor City
(Connie Spoto Walters Theater, 2nd Floor)

7:30 PM
IL POSTINO (The Postman) directed by Michael Radford, 2004

Mario Ruoppolo, a poor man without a job, suddenly applies for a vacant position that will pay almost 
nothing, but by becoming a letter carrier he gets the chance of meeting a man (Pablo Neruda, a Chilean 
poet) that will make a deep impression on him and who will change his life completely.  He is the most 
famous person ever to set foot on the island. Mario is in charge for bringing Pablo his packages and mail 
and easy friendship develops between them. In trying to imitate his poet friend, Mario awakens to all the 
beauty around him and discovers love with the gorgeous local girl, Beatrice Russo. The film’s mood 
changes right after Pablo and his wife receive assurances they can go back to their native land. 

[With an introduction by Professor Patrizia LaTrecchia, USF ]

Saturday, March 28
L’Unione ItalianaL’Unione Italiana

1731 East Seventh Ave, Ybor City
(Connie Spoto Walters Theater, 2nd Floor)

12:30 PM

L’ECLISSE (The Eclipse) directed by Michelangelo Antonioni, 1962

At dawn on July 10, 1961 a young literary translator,   Vittoria (Monica Vitti) breaks off her 
affair with a writer and begins a summer  romance with Piero (Alain Delon), an energetic 
young stockbroker. They are unable to form a steady relationship and shortly before sunset at 
20:00, September 10, 1961 they seemingly fail to meet as agreed on the corner of Viale del 
Ciclismo and Viale della Tecnica by the construction site of a new apartment building in the 
Esposizione Universale Roma (EUR), a modern suburban neighborhood south of Rome 
where Vittoria lives. 

[With an introduction by James Ricci, USF ]

Intermission between Discussions & Films

[Food, wine & refreshments available at all showings ] 

For additional film or dinner information call: 

813-248-3316

www.festaitalianatampa.com

7:30 PM
LA SCONOSCUITA (The Unknown Woman) directed by Giuseppe Tornatore, 2006 

This film focuses on an  enigmatic Italian psychological thriller that explores the  problem of 
human trafficking and violence against women. Irena played by Kseniya Rappoport, a Ukranian
prostitute on the run, is  determined to find a job in an elegant apartment building in northern 
Italy, and eventually is hired as nanny for a child named Thea (Clara Dossena), who lives in the 
elegant apartment building. Through flashbacks, viewers learn that Irena has been physically and 
emotionally abused, and forced to bear nine children, all taken away at birth to be sold to adoptive 
families and sets out to find her youngest child, whom she believes is Thea. 

[With an introduction by  Professor Phillip Sipiora, USF]

[Food, wine & refreshments available at all showings ] 
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FRAN COSTANTINO
BROKER

COSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINOCOSTANTINO
AND  COMPANY

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

2216 4TH AVE. E.
TAMPA, FL 33605

PHONE: 813 241-6767
FAX:       813 241-6868

    Learning with Roberto
         is Fun, Fun, Fun!

Conversational Italian Classes
In Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties

l Prepare for your vacation
l Reconnect with your Heritage

Enjoy Fun & Stress Free Learning

Join us for
Glassses of Wine          Forks of Pasta

Plates full of Fun!

We are also available for Private Lessons in your home
Tutoring and Translation.

Contact Roberto at Learn a Language, Inc.
727.866.6892 & www.Learnitalian.us

l

n



PAGE 14

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2009



JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2009

PAGE 15

The Four Aces Valerie Sneade

FEATURING

The Festa Italiana Cultural Committee is seeking artifacts, handmade crafts or clothing,
photos, jewelry, or anything that has been handed down to you from your ancestors.   We
would like to display them in the Cantina for Festa on Sunday, March 29, 2007.  The
cherished items will be protected in locked, glass cases and a volunteer will be there for
security at all times.  Please contact Rose Barbie at 931-3613, 309-4954 or 241-8838 if you
would like to display your items.

We are also in need of volunteers for a two-hour block of time,
between the hours of 11:00 am - 5:00 pm, to help us with this
display.

Here are some photos of last year’s display.  Let’s make this
year’s even better!

Italian Heritage - Share your families heirlooms
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2009 Festa Italiana Tampa/
NIAF Scholarship

To Whom It May Concern:

I write to inform your students of our 2009 Festa Italiana Tampa Scholarship in conjunction with the National
Italian American Foundation (NIAF).  This is our eighth year offering this $5,000.00 scholarship to area high
school seniors.  Here are the criteria:

1. Be a high school senior graduating in the Spring of 2009 at a Hillsborough County public or private
high school.

2. Be enrolled in a four-year college or university for the Fall of 2009.
3. Be of Italian descent.  This is interpreted as having one or more grandparents or great-grandparents

who were born in Italy.

This scholarship is limited to a “Hillsborough County” student so your students’ chances are increased
considerably.

The deadline is Mar ch 6, 2009 and the scholarship application process is online via www.niaf.org.  I have also
attached an instruction form for your students so they can navigate the process easily.

If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to contact me at 813.267.9981 or via email at
ncapitano@yahoo.com.   Otherwise we hope you will share the news of this scholarship and join us for our 12th

Annual Festa Italiana in Ybor City on Sunday, March 29!

Saluti,

A. Nicole Capitano Nassif
Festa Italiana Tampa/NIAF Scholarship Chair

Seeking Auction Items

Italian Club Ladies Auxiliary officer elections
were held for the January 1, 2009 througth
December 31, 2010 term.  New officers are:
President - Barbara Denti Pool; Vice President
- Dorothy Smay; Treasurer - Rose Barbie;
Recording Secretary - Carol Fedele; Corre-
sponding Secretary - Roseann Ligori; Parlia-
mentarian - Rosalie Perrone.  We want to
extend a warm invitation to our members to
join the Ladies Auxiliary as we go forward in
2009 to help our wonderful L’Unione Italiana.

Barbara

Ladies New Board of Directors
for 2009

L’Unione Italiana’s Festa committee is in full
swing planning the 12th Annual Festa Italiana.
The activities are kicked off with the 4th
Annual Wines of Italy event on Thursday,
March 26, 2009.  This event is a unique tast-
ing experience featuring wines from many of
Italy’s wine regions.  The evening includes
among other things, a Silent Auction.    If you
would like to donate an item or gift certificate
for our Auction, please contact Stephanie
vanBelzen at (813) 833-3907.  Without the
support of our members and friends we would
not be able to have such a successful event!
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Sicilia: il calderone
della democrazia

By Phillip Sipiora

Readers of this column are
familiar with the deep and broad
cultural relationship between Italy
and the United States. What is not
commonly known, however, is the
critical role that Sicily has played
in the evolution of democracy, not
only in America but also
throughout western civilization and
some eastern societies.

Many Americans assume that
our democratic traditions are an
outgrowth of the Revolutionary War
and a direct result of our experiences
with monarchical tyranny. Yet the
birth of our democracy was the result
of both recent and long ago causes,
especially the influence of ancient
inhabitants of the island of Sicily.

I refer to the early sophists in
Sicily, who have had a negative
reputation for nearly 2,500 years
because of Plato, who disparaged
them in several of his dialogues.
Even today we think of “sophistry”
as a pejorative term, representative
of deceit, demagoguery, a slippery
tongue, or even worse. No one wants
to be called a sophist. Indeed, there
were some dishonest sophists two
and half millennia ago, as there are
today, but there were also other
sophists who made significant
contributions to the development of
the art of rhetoric, which played a
major role serving the public good
and, oftentimes, led to the improved
lives of working people.

In the 5th Century BC, tyrants
ruled Sicily. Thrasybulus, one of the
worst despots, was called “the tyrant
of Syracuse” until angry Sicilians

overthrew him. Thrasybulus was
particularly ruthless in confiscating
farmers’ property. Once he was
overthrown, a democracy was
formed. Dispossessed landowners
wanted their land back but they did
not know how to navigate the
complicated law courts. At this time
there were no attorneys available for
hire, prohibited by law. All citizens,
out of necessity, had to represent their
own cases in court.

Here is where the sophists of
Sicily came in. The “good” sophists
moved from town to town, teaching
Sicilian landowners how to recoup
their stolen land by arguing their
cases in court, which required
specialized training. They
successfully taught farmers how to
plead effectively for the recovery of
their land. Landowners were given
short, practical courses in practical
legal argumentation. As a result,
much of the lost farmland was
returned to the proper owners, thanks
to the sophists and their mastery of
legal discourse—one branch of the
art of rhetoric.

 The Legacy of the Sophists
Who were the principal early

sophists who taught citizens how to
fight for themselves? Corax of
Siracusa and his student, Tisias, are

considered pioneering fathers of
sophistry. They taught ordinary
people to represent themselves in
securing what was theirs. In
particular, they instilled in citizen-
rhetors the importance of
establishing arguments and refuting
counter claims by others. These
issues became cornerstone principles
in the evolution of legal rhetoric.

The sophists took rhetoric
beyond the issue of property
settlement once the landowners had
reclaimed lost property. It is accurate
to identify many of the sophists as
“traveling teachers,” moving from
town to town, offering short
“courses” in thinking and speaking.
As they traveled throughout Sicily,
they taught practical reasoning, what
might be called, in today’s language,
“a guide to successful living.” One
important sophistic principle was the
relativity of truth. Sophists were very
concerned with the distinction
between the way things are and the
way they appear to be. And today
disagreements over “appearances”
and “reality” play a major role in the
legal rhetoric of today.

Protagoras, who studied
under Corax and Tisias, trained his
students to argue both sides of a
question because he believed that the
“whole truth” could not be limited
to just one side of a question. (High
school and college debaters still
follow this same practice in debate
contests.) Protagoras taught his
clients to strengthen a weaker
argument in order that it might
effectively carry the day. The sophists
defended their beliefs and practices
on the ground that truth is relative to
the individual. They also believed
that learning opposing arguments

Continued on page 19.
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The Ladies Auxiliary would like to thank Opera singer,
Letitia V ulpe, for sharing her beautiful voice on the day of Santa Lucia Festival of
Lights, December 13, 2008. Her rendering of the “Ave Maria” during the Mass celebrated by
Monsignor Laurence Higgins was breathtaking. She sang “Santa Lucia” with the children in
Procession along Seventh Avenue to the delight of all the folks along the Avenue that sparkling
and chilly morning. Thank you, Letitia, for the special treat. We hope you will be back soon.

If anybody ever needs a lovely voice and person to sing Opera for a special occasion, Letitia can
be reached at 813-500-4584.

made one’s rhetorical ability that
much stronger, a belief held today in
the teaching of debate.

 Protagoras
The sophists believed that the

disturbance of the city (polis) caused
a disturbance of the individual.
Conflicts between and among
individuals can best be resolved
through language resolution. Without
the security of the city, the legal
system is also ruptured. Hence,
freedom and security are closely tied
to an open and free exchange of
rhetoric.

Gorgias of Leontini, a native
of Siracusa, was another prominent
Sicilian sophist. He was a disciple of
the Sicilian philosopher Empedocles
and is credited with persuading the

Athenians (in 427 BC) to make an
alliance with his native city, a major
act of political reconciliation. He was
much applauded for his rhetorical
skill and was one of the most
influential of the Sicilian sophists. He
is rumored to have died at the age
108 and his legacy continues to the
present day.

Gorgias of Leontini
Why were (and are) the

ancient sophists of Sicily so
important to democracy? How did
these early itinerant teachers play an
important role in the birth of
freedom?

Democracy requires the
existence of free speech, where
individuals can persuade others to
pass laws, establish codes, discuss
and debate issues, and promote the
general welfare. In a totalitarian

society, there is no civic forum for
an open exchange of ideas.
Persuasion is not important, except
in circles of small numbers of
authoritarian rulers.

The first sophists promoted
specialized language to help citizens
secure stolen property, yet what was
also secured was the foundation for
the rights of the people. Once armed
with the ability to communicate
intelligently—and challenge the
positions of others (especially
politicians)—citizens were able
participate more fully in the life of
their community. Debates and
speeches become common in urban
communities because of the
influence of the sophists. Some were
for entertainment, others for the very
serious business of citizen political
governance as well as social
organization.

Our participation in the
political and legal debates of a free
society is the residue of a legacy
established in Sicily 2,500 years ago.
Those pioneering Sicilians of so long
ago deserve our remembrance and a
nod of gratitude.

U S F
Professor Phillip
Sipiora teaches
Italian Cinema
every summer in
Florence.
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Krewe of
Italia News

Written b y:
Sara Giunta &

Pedro Gonzalez

Once again it’s that time of the year for pirates to take
over the City of Tampa, and your very own Krewe of
Italia was there to celebrate all three Gasparilla
parades.

On January 24th huge crowds of families packed
Bayshore for this year’s Gasparilla children’s parade.
This was our first taste of the parade season and it was
a great one. Children and their families lined both
sides of Bayshore Blvd. to be greeted by our very own
Baccus, Rich Quatrone, who waved to the crowd as
our parading members rewarded them with beads and
toys.

After a week off our rolling Roman palace was refitted
with an even higher-powered sound system in
anticipation of record-breaking numbers coming out
for the Ye Mystic Krewe of Gasparilla pirate invasion
and parade. The pirates may have invaded the city, but
it was the Krewe of Italia that stole the show. This year
we noticed more and more signs lining the parade
route “We love Italia” and “Viva Italia.” Seeing these
prompted beads to shower spectators from Bayshore
all the way to downtown Tampa. Some of our lucky
members even got a chance to see themselves on the
evening news throwing beads to the crowd.
Just a short week of pirate rule and it was time for the
Krewe of the Knights of Sant’Yago to run them out of
town. The Krewe of Italia was proud to not only be out
in full force to help promote the Italian Club, but also
to be the first float in the parade. We made the St. Pete
times with a fabulous photo, got mentioned by some
of the evening news programs and even got a couple
of passengers on board from Fox 13 for the start of the
parade. The best part of the Knight parade is our
arrival in front of the Italian club where beads are
showered on spectators cheering our names.
Plans are already underway for our showing at the
Rough Rider’s St. Patrick’s Day night parade, so keep
an eye open for us on the parade route. If you’re

interested in joining in on the fun by becoming a
member of the Krewe of Italia please send a message
to: news@kreweofitalia.com for more information.
See you at the parades and the Italian Club!
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The famous Naked Cowboy visits the Club during
Super Bowl festivities and sings for the Ladies!! Who
said volunteering for the Ladies Auxiliary is b-o-r-i-n-g?
R to L: Nuccia Hinckley, Angela Genco, Gilda
Capitano, Loretta Vacanti, Lucy Herman and Barb Pool
will tell you another story!

The Ladies Auxiliar y in Action!

Even our mayor (3rd from R), Pam Iorio, stopped in for
cannoli which she proclaimed outstanding. On duty were
Ladies Auxiliary members (L-R) Cathy Pacheco, Barb Pool,
Angela Genco, Katie Miliziano and Gilda Capitano pictured

Cathy Pacheco gets a hug for all her work!!

here in our Frank V. Guinta Museum and Gift Shop where the Ladies greeted and served all the Super Bowl
visitors and fans for the 4 days leading up to the big bash. It was a huge success and the Italian Club made lots
of friends those days. Our new espresso machine really got a workout; we’re becoming quite the barristas...look
out Starbucks!

Rome stages big cheese
bailout for Parmesan

The government will be
gobbling up 3 per cent of Parmesan
production.  Parmigiano Reggiano,
Italy’s King of Cheese, is in
trouble. Robust in flavour and
crumbly, it is a classic of Italy’s
artisan food traditions, made by
hand by 430 craft producers around
the city of Parma. But with Italian
consumption falling as costs soar,
almost a third of producers now
face bankruptcy. Now Italy’s
Minister of Agriculture, Luca Zaia,

has come to the rescue, promising
to buy 100,000 Parmigiano
Reggiano cheeses, and also
100,000 of its less costly
competitor, Grana Padano.
This is Italy’s big cheese bailout.
Essentially, the government will be
gobbling up 3 per cent of Parmesan
production at an estimated cost of
€50m (£44.7m) and distributing it
to the needy. Each 35kg wheel of
Parmigiano costs between €8 and
€8.50 to make, but the wholesale
price has declined for the past four
years even as the cost of milk and
energy has soared.

“We just need a bit of time to
reorganise ourselves,” said Giorgio
Apostoli of Coldiretti, Italy’s
agriculture lobby. “This is a historic
product with an ancient tradition.
There ought to be policies to
safeguard those who produce it.”
But Professor Giuliano Noci, of the
Milan Polytechnic, said a better
solution would be for the
government to “launch a sustained
marketing campaign in the
emerging markets such as Brazil,
Russia and India, to educate
consumers to appreciate the
quality” of the cheese.
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NIAF Convention in
Washington, D.C.

Written by June Kittay

Recently, Barbara Izzi and I
joined the National Italian
American Foundation (NIAF). As
Italian Americans, we welcomed an
opportunity to participate in an
organization whose mission is to
preserve and promote the cultural
heritage of Americans of Italian
descent. Among its goals, NIAF
serves as a liaison between Italy
and the U.S. by promoting cultural,
educational, economic, and
political cooperation.

Our first gala event, the
NIAF Annual Convention in
Washington D.C., marked the
organization’s 33rd anniversary
held in October 2008.

The festivities began early
Friday morning, where we visited
the Piazza d’Italia, a two day “Best
of Italy” exhibition, celebrating the
foods, wine, and culture of Italy.
The Keynote Speaker at Friday’s
luncheon featured Louis
Zamperini, a former Olympian and
WWII Prisoner of War, soon to be
portrayed by Nicolas Cage in an
upcoming major motion picture
and featuring NIAF’s Award for
Patriotism. Following the luncheon
were several conferences, among

them was a Public Policy
Conference: “Perspectives on the
Future of Healthcare in America,”
whose purpose is to educate the
public in matters influencing the
future. That evening we attended
the Youth Gala, an evening of
music, food and fun. Our table
hosted a group from Italy.

The next morning, we
attended a National Council
Networking breakfast where we
had the opportunity to meet other
attendees.  Afterward, we again
visited the Piazza d’Italia, for more
music, food and fun. While there,
we had the privilege of seeing ABC
Correspondent Sam Donaldson
interview the Honorable Nancy
Pelosi, Speaker of the U.S. House
of Representatives.  Afterwards we
attended the Celebrity Auction and
Luncheon, featuring such notables
as Yogi Berra, Gina Lollobrigida,
Deana Martin, Jerry Vale, but the
list goes on and on. The evening
Anniversary Gala Awards
Reception and Dinner hosted such
notables as Supreme Court Justice
Samuel Alito, Formula One Driver
Michael Andretti, Mayor Guiliani,
and Former NFL player Vince
Ferragamo. We met Italians from
Tampa, Washington, D.C., and
Italy, as well as people from
throughout the U.S.

 The evening did not end
with the gala though. Afterward,
everyone met in the lobby where
we gathered from the event to sing
the old Italian songs, dance and
celebrate our Italian heritage!

The NIAF Gala was truly
an International Event showcasing
the top celebrities, politicians and
the talents of our people.
Every Italian American should try
to make at least one gala event.
You will be glad you did!

On May 2, 2009 the West
Coast Gala will be held at the M
Resort in Las Vegas. The East
Coast Gala will be held at the
Marriott Marquis in Times Square
on May 19.

Visit
niaf.org
for
more
details
on
these
and
other
exciting
events.
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A day camp for children

“LET’S KEEP THE CULTURE ALIVE”

Children learn about the Italian culture through...
Music, dance, arts and crafts, crochet, cooking,Music, dance, arts and crafts, crochet, cooking,Music, dance, arts and crafts, crochet, cooking,Music, dance, arts and crafts, crochet, cooking,Music, dance, arts and crafts, crochet, cooking,

Traditions, Language, and Storytelling.Traditions, Language, and Storytelling.Traditions, Language, and Storytelling.Traditions, Language, and Storytelling.Traditions, Language, and Storytelling.

June 15-19, 2009
v v v v v 9:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.  Mon- Fri.

v v v v v June 19, “Il Fine”, Culminating pr ogram and luncheon 1:00-2:00

Call 886-7595 for other information.

Grades 2-6 are eligible to attend
Fee: $75 per child…Fee and registration form

Guarantee your child’s place.  First 50 will be accepted.
Registration Forms and Fees due after March 1, 2009.

Mail to:  R. Perrone, 4702 Dunnie Dr. Tampa, Fl 33614, payable to ICLA.
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Childr en learn about our culture through
Dance, Music, Language, Storytelling,
Cooking, Traditions, and Ar ts & Crafts

                                                        March 1, 2009
Dear Amici,

     Would you like to be a sponsor for Campo Italiano?  Sponsorship is very
affordable and helps us achieve our goal in teaching our youth about our
wonderful Italian cultur e.  If you become a sponsor, your name or company
name will be on the back of the Campo t-shirts as well as in the Italian Club
newsletter.  Most importantly, your help enables us to offer this camp at a
reasonable fee.

      We will graciously accept any donation, although sponsors have donated
$50, $100 and as much as $200.  We will appreciate any support as we love our
cultur e and take pride in teaching it to your children.

        If you are interested, call 886-7595 or mail your check, payable to Italian
Club Ladies Auxiliar y, Inc., to R. Perrone, 4702 Dunnie Dr., Tampa, Fl. 33614.
                                       Cordialmente,
                                        Rosalie C. Perrone
                                       Director/Founder



DA V INCI  SPONSORS

BP Amoco Sorrento Cheese
Brown-Forman (Bolla) Sweetbay Supermarket
Carrabba’s Italian Grill The Bromley Companies
Century Auto Mall - Kia The Radiant Group LLC
Clear Channel The Tampa Tribune
Colonial Bank Thomas Financial Group
Peroni Vigo Importing

Festa Sponsors 2008
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Ybor City Development Corporation

                                       DONATELLO  SPONSORS

Boza & Roel Funeral Home Norris & Samon Pump Service
CGM Services Pepin Distributing
Dunkin’ Brands Premier Beverage
Hill, Ward & Henderson Reeves Import Motor Cars
Hilton Gerden Inn Southern/Trans-Atlantic/Coastal
Marathon Oil Company Sunny Florida Dairy
Martino Mortgages US Ameribank
Mastro Subaru Valencia Stone
National Distributing Co., Inc. Veredus Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Al Dato Waste Management

RAPHAEL  SPONSORS

Ancestry.com Morrick Construction Inc.
Mark Bentley Motiva Enterprises LLC
Busto Plumbing Oliva Tobacco Co.
Carmine’s Seventh Ave. Paverworks
Coca Cola of Florida Platinum Bank
Corral Wodiska Partnership Professional Insurance Center
Creative Products Screen PrintersRisser Oil Corp
DMD Properties San Pellegrino
Ed Morse Cadillac Seven One Seven Parking
Fowler, White, Boggs & Banker Shell Oil Products US
Geico Sparky’s Oil Co., Inc.
GMP Inc. Swope, Rodante P.A.
Golf Coast Transportation Tampa Electric Company
Innovative Decon Solutions, LLC The FGS Group
JMP Solutions The Fone Connection
La Tropicana Inc. Tre Amici @ the Bunker
Mavilo Wholesalers UTEK Corporation
Milberg Weiss LLP Welch Tennis Courts, Inc.

Yellow Cab

MEDICI

Acclaimed Business Forms Malcolm Pirnie
AEC Services, Inc. Paul Ferlita, CPA
Automated Petroleum & Energy Publix Charities
BC Frye’s Pro Shop Rivero Gordimer & Co.
Caldeco Mechanical Services Sunshine Gasoline Distributors, Inc.
Centro Ybor Sun Trust Bank
Cole, Scott & Kissane, PA. Tampa Digital Studios
Empire Investment Properties, Inc.Universal Structures, Inc.
Frank Vacanti Realty, Inc. Bennie Lazzara, Jr.
Hillsborough Comunity College Mr. Felix Cannella, Jr.
Hunt Douglas Violet Rodriguez
Lykes Insurance Ultra Pure Bottled Water, Inc.

AMICI

Agliano & Associates, Inc. Hafner Ferlita Architects, Inc.
Design Interiors Don Pellegrino MBA P.A.
EBI Surveying Sunshine State Garage Inc.
Florida Real Estate Assoc. The Donaldson Family
Florida Ship Supply Frank Sanchez

RESTAURANT  SPONSORS

Armani’s - Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay La Creperia Cafe
Beaune’s Wine Bar Luigi’s Catering
Bellisimo Restaurant Maggiano’s Little Italy
Bernini of Ybor Massimos Eclectic Fine Dining
Caffé Paradiso MMSI Espresso Service
Carmine’s Seventh Avenue Pipo’s Cafe & Catering
Catering by Cox Rigatoni Tuscan Oven
Catering by Design, Inc. Sacino’s Formal Wear
Catering by the Family Sonny’s BBQ
Columbia Restaurant Spaghetti Warehouse
Czar StoneChef Caterers
Delectables Fine Catering Tampa Bay Brewery Co.
Green Iguana Tony’s Ybor Restaurant
Iavarone’s Steakhouse Wayl of a Time
Italian Kitchen Cafe

�

A Note on Giving and Receiving: Charitable Gift Annuities

What if you could make a meaningful lasting gift to the Italian
Club and receive income for the rest of your life at the same
time? Charitable gift annuities (CGA) provide for just that, and
our endowment fund at the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
is set up to receive such gifts.

They are a combination of a gift to charity, which will also give
you a partial tax deduction, and an annuity, which will provide a
stream of income to you, or someone of your choosing, for life.
Upon the beneficiary’s death, the remaining portion of the
annuity is used by the Foundation according to your wishes. You
can support the Italian Club forever through your legacy.

The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay makes it possible for
you to exchange a maturing CD, real estate, or securities such as
stocks or bonds for a charitable gift annuity.

Annuity benefits include:
· Steady income stream; especially advantageous

if you are 65 or older (see chart)
· Immediate income tax deduction for the gift portion
· Established with a minimum of $10,000 in assets
· Simple one or two page contract

CGA Rates – One Life

AGE ANNUITY  RATE
90+ 11.3%
85 9.5%
80 8.0%
75 7.1%
70 6.5%
65 6.0%

Rates effective 7/1/03

Charitable gift annuity rates are highly
favorable to older persons and are set by the
American Council on Gift Annuities. Contact Lois
Mock at the Community Foundation of Tampa
Bay (813-282-1975) fpr a personalized gift annuity
illustration calculated just for your needs.
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Picnic with the Past

50 / 50 Raffle Winners!

Saturday, November 8, 2008 several volunteers helped in the clean-
up of the cemetery and cleaned the grave sites that are in disrepair.   Sunday,
everyone came out with their families and friends to enjoy a nice Sunday
Mass and afternoon of good food and great company.  Thank you to all of
you who came out to help with the clean-up on Saturday!
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Italian Club Cemetery
Committee

Memorials

CARMELLA ALFIERI
Maria Piazza

BARTLE AZZARELLI
Jennie & Philip Caltagirone

ROSE CICCARELLO
Dora & Joe Caltagirone
Maria Piazza
The Italian Club Ladies
Auxiliary Inc.

FRANK IPPOLITO
Nancy Ippolito Brennan

HECTOR JIMINEZ
Sam F. Lupo

CARMELLA PRIDA
Dora & Joe Caltagirone
Caterina Plazza

MAMIE FERLITA SUSZYNSKI
Jannie & Joe Antinori
Dora & Joe Caltagirone
Jennie & Philip Caltagirone
Grace S. Campisi
Gilda & Joseph Capitano, Sr.
Mary F. DeMeza
Veronica Everett

To all members,
 Italian Club Cemetery Committee - update

December of 2008 concluded a two year term for those who served
as officers within the committee.  During the December meeting, a slate of
people was offered to the Cemetery Committee-at-large and the Italian
Club Board for their review and vote in order to fill the vacating positions.

The officers elected to represent the Italian Club Cemetery
Committee are;  President – Sam Manna,  Vice-President – John
Centinaro, Treasurer – Paul Ferlita, Recording Secretary – Jo Ann
Ciaravella Heinen, Corresponding Secretary – Lois Gokey, Chaplin –
Eduardo Garriga & Sunshine Committee – Violet Rodriquez.

As newly elected president of the Cemetery Committee, I humbly
accept the position and I assure all members that I am highly motivated to
continue the efforts of my predecessors: Grace (Campisi) Maroccia who’s
steadfast determination and commitment brought the cemetery back to the
respectability of yesteryear and Tom P. Martino who’s leadership and
dedication has the cemetery on solid footing for perpetuity.

There are numerous other notables who are dedicated to the
enhancement of the Italian Club Cemetery that deserve mention.
However, trying to name them all and then clumsily leaving someone out
of the recognition that they deserved would be an injustice.

Therefore, the newly elected officers and I, as do all club members,
owe a debt of gratitude to those many dedicated people who have served
tirelessly, some for many years, within the Cemetery Committee thereby
allowing the cemetery to achieve its current prideful condition.

As many club members have noted and commented, the cemetery
has never looked better.  To those who have not been to the cemetery
lately, please plan a visit.  The pride of your heritage will swell knowing
your beloved family ancestors are resting within such a well cared for
facility.

To those reading this; please know that maintaining our beloved
cemetery does not happen by accident.  Please take any opportunity to
participate, donate (to the cemetery fund) or sell as many ‘win a car’ raffle
tickets that you can.  These raffle tickets will be available soon and is
associated with the annual ‘Festa Italiana’ event.  A portion of the raffle
proceeds goes into the cemetery fund.

Sincerely,
Sam Manna – President Italian Club Cemetery Committee

Vilma & Paul Ferlita
Constance Gass
Beatrice & Victoria Giunta
Rosemarie Kidder
Celeste & Cecil Kirkland
Katie Lorenzo
Lucille Miller
Opti-Mrs. Club of Ybor City
Marie & Rocco Petrucci

Mary F. Provenzano
Alice & Fernando Quintanilla
Violet B. Rodriguez
Salvatore Scalfani
Ann & Frank Susca

Contributions to the Preservation of
the Historical Italian Club Cem-
etery

Felicia Traina
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Frank & Liz Accurso
Ruben & Yuyi Alfaras
John J. Agliano
Joe & Dora Caltagirone
Philip & Jennie Caltagirone
Grace S. Campisi Maroccia
Dr. & Mrs. Felix M. Cannella
Felix M. Cannella, Jr.
Frank David & Christina Capitano
Joseph & Gilda Capitano
Joseph Capitano, Jr.
Nick  Capitano
Sam & Kristy Chiodo
Laura DeLucia

Friends Of

L’Unione Italiana
We extend a special thanks to the following supporters for their specific commitment to help the Club’s Newsletter.

Please join as a Friend of L’Unione Italiana now! Call the office for information.

 Mercedes DiMaio
Jennifer A. Fisch
Dan Iovino
Sam & Elaine Manna
Frank F. Megna
Rose P. Midulla
Matt & Nicole Nassif
Carol Olive
Vince & Maria Pardo
Maria Leto Pasetti
Barbara Denti Pool
Violet Verroca Rodriguez
Peter & Margo Valenti


